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Sections of RMA – Functions of council, purpose of Regional Plans and matters to be 
considered by regional councils when making plans 
 
30 Functions of regional councils under this Act 
(1) Every regional council shall have the following functions for the purpose of giving effect to 
this Act in its region: 

(a) the establishment, implementation, and review of objectives, policies, and 
methods to achieve integrated management of the natural and physical resources of 
the region: 
(b) the preparation of objectives and policies in relation to any actual or potential 
effects of the use, development, or protection of land which are of regional 
significance: 
(c) the control of the use of land for the purpose of— 

(i) soil conservation: 
(ii) the maintenance and enhancement of the quality of water in water bodies 
and coastal water: 
(iii) the maintenance of the quantity of water in water bodies and coastal 
water: 
(iiia) the maintenance and enhancement of ecosystems in water bodies and 
coastal water: 
(iv) the avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards: 
(v) the prevention or mitigation of any adverse effects of the storage, use, 
disposal, or transportation of hazardous substances: 
(ca) the investigation of land for the purposes of identifying and monitoring 
contaminated land: 

(d) in respect of any coastal marine area in the region, the control (in conjunction with 
the Minister of Conservation) of— 

(i) land and associated natural and physical resources: 
(ii) the occupation of space in, and the extraction of sand, shingle, shell, or 
other natural material from, the coastal marine area, to the extent that it is 
within the common marine and coastal area: 
(iii) the taking, use, damming, and diversion of water: 
(iv) discharges of contaminants into or onto land, air, or water and discharges 
of water into water: 
(iva) the dumping and incineration of waste or other matter and the dumping 
of ships, aircraft, and offshore installations: 
(v) any actual or potential effects of the use, development, or protection of 
land, including the avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards and the 
prevention or mitigation of any adverse effects of the storage, use, disposal, 
or transportation of hazardous substances: 
(vi) the emission of noise and the mitigation of the effects of noise: 
(vii) activities in relation to the surface of water: 

(e) the control of the taking, use, damming, and diversion of water, and the control of 
the quantity, level, and flow of water in any water body, including— 

(i) the setting of any maximum or minimum levels or flows of water: 
(ii) the control of the range, or rate of change, of levels or flows of water: 
(iii) the control of the taking or use of geothermal energy: 
(f) the control of discharges of contaminants into or onto land, air, or water 
and discharges of water into water: 

(fa) if appropriate, the establishment of rules in a regional plan to allocate any of the 
following: 

(i) the taking or use of water (other than open coastal water): 
(ii) the taking or use of heat or energy from water (other than open coastal 
water): 
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(iii) the taking or use of heat or energy from the material surrounding 
geothermal water: 
(iv) the capacity of air or water to assimilate a discharge of a contaminant: 

(fb) if appropriate, and in conjunction with the Minister of Conservation,— 
(i) the establishment of rules in a regional coastal plan to allocate the taking 
or use of heat or energy from open coastal water: 
(ii) the establishment of a rule in a regional coastal plan to allocate space in a 
coastal marine area under Part 7A: 

(g) in relation to any bed of a water body, the control of the introduction or planting of 
any plant in, on, or under that land, for the purpose of— 

(i) soil conservation: 
(ii) the maintenance and enhancement of the quality of water in that water 
body: 
(iii) the maintenance of the quantity of water in that water body: 
(iv) the avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards: 

(ga) the establishment, implementation, and review of objectives, policies, and 
methods for maintaining indigenous biological diversity: 
(gb) the strategic integration of infrastructure with land use through objectives, 
policies, and methods: 
(h) any other functions specified in this Act. 

 
(2) A regional council and the Minister of Conservation must not perform the functions 
specified in subsection (1)(d)(i), (ii), and (vii) to control the taking, allocation or enhancement 
of fisheries resources for the purpose of managing fishing or fisheries resources controlled 
under the Fisheries Act 1996. 
 
(3) However, a regional council and the Minister of Conservation may perform the functions 
specified in subsection (1)(d) to control aquaculture activities for the purpose of avoiding, 
remedying, or mitigating the effects of aquaculture activities on fishing and fisheries 
resources. 
 
(4) A rule to allocate a natural resource established by a regional council in a plan under 
subsection (1)(fa) or (fb) may allocate the resource in any way, subject to the following: 

(a) the rule may not, during the term of an existing resource consent, allocate the 
amount of a resource that has already been allocated to the consent; and 
(b) nothing in paragraph (a) affects section 68(7); and 
(c) the rule may allocate the resource in anticipation of the expiry of existing 
consents; and 
(d) in allocating the resource in anticipation of the expiry of existing consents, the rule 
may— 

(i) allocate all of the resource used for an activity to the same type of activity; 
or 
(ii) allocate some of the resource used for an activity to the same type of 
activity and the rest of the resource to any other type of activity or no type of 
activity; and 

(e) the rule may allocate the resource among competing types of activities; and 
(f) the rule may allocate water, or heat or energy from water, as long as the allocation 
does not affect the activities authorised by section 14(3)(b) to (e). 

 
 
63 Purpose of regional plans 
(1) The purpose of the preparation, implementation, and administration of regional plans is to 
assist a regional council to carry out any of its functions in order to achieve the purpose of 
this Act. 
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(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the purpose of the preparation, implementation, and 
administration of regional coastal plans is to assist a regional council, in conjunction with the 
Minister of Conservation, to achieve the purpose of this Act in relation to the coastal marine 
area of that region. 
 
66 Matters to be considered by regional council (plans) 
(1) A regional council must prepare and change any regional plan in accordance with— 

(a) its functions under section 30; and 
(b) the provisions of Part 2; and 
(c) a direction given under section 25A(1); and 
(d) its obligation (if any) to prepare an evaluation report in accordance with section 
32; and 
(e) its obligation to have particular regard to an evaluation report prepared in 
accordance with section 32; and 
(f) any regulations. 

 
(2) In addition to the requirements of section 67(3) and (4), when preparing or changing any 
regional plan, the regional council shall have regard to— 

(a) any proposed regional policy statement in respect of the region; and 
(b) the Crown’s interests in the coastal marine area; and 
(c) any— 

(i) management plans and strategies prepared under other Acts; and 
(ii) [Repealed] 
(iia) relevant entry on the New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero required 
by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014; and 
(iii) regulations relating to ensuring sustainability, or the conservation, 
management, or sustainability of fisheries resources (including regulations or 
bylaws relating to taiapure, mahinga mataitai, or other non-commercial Maori 
customary fishing); and 
(iv) [Repealed] 

to the extent that their content has a bearing on resource management issues of the 
region; and 
(d) the extent to which the regional plan needs to be consistent with the regional 
policy statements and plans, or proposed regional policy statements and proposed 
plans, of adjacent regional councils; and 
(e) to the extent to which the regional plan needs to be consistent with regulations 
made under the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental 
Effects) Act 2012; and 

 
(2A) When a regional council is preparing or changing a regional plan, it must deal with the 
following documents, if they are lodged with the council, in the manner specified, to the 
extent that their content has a bearing on the resource management issues of the region: 

(a) the council must take into account any relevant planning document recognised by 
an iwi authority; and 
(b) in relation to a planning document prepared by a customary marine title group 
under section 85 of the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011, the 
council must, in accordance with section 93 of that Act,— 

(i) recognise and provide for the matters in that document, to the extent that 
they relate to the relevant customary marine title area; and 
(ii) take into account the matters in that document, to the extent that they 
relate to a part of the common marine and coastal area outside the customary 
marine title area of the relevant group. 

 
(3) In preparing or changing any regional plan, a regional council must not have regard to 
trade competition or the effects of trade competition. 
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