
All over the Waikato cabbage trees 
are flowering profusely – a sign 

for many that we’re in for a long 
hot summer. But come what may, 

Waikato Regional Council staff are 
working hard to prepare the region 

so people can enjoy all it has to 
offer over the summer.

Getting 
ready for 
summer
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CheCk inside to find out 
more about what we’re 
doing over summer and 
things you Can do too.
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on the Coromandel, our 
operations team is busy 
inspecting waterways to make 
sure the river and stream mouths 
that feed into popular swimming 
spots are clear. if the water isn’t 
flowing out to sea properly it 
gets stagnant and starts to smell, 
which is a bit yuck if you want to 
swim near the river mouth or in a 
nearby estuary.

around the region, it’s the time 
of year when landowners start 
planning soil conservation and 
restoration projects, so our land 
and catchment management 
officers are busy helping farmers 
prepare plans and source 
funding for their projects.

as temperatures rise and demand 
for water begins to steadily 
increase, our monitoring team is 
gearing up for an intense period 
of field work, which will see them 
wading into rivers and streams 
throughout the region to carefully 
measure water velocity, depth 
and width. this work is critical to 
ensuring there’s enough water to 
go around.

we’ll also be continuing our water 
testing at Lake taupō, and at 
various spots along the waikato 
river we will increase our testing 
to look for signs of potentially 
toxic blue-green algae and check 
the water quality is good enough 
for swimming. Clarity (being 
measured in this photo) is one of 
the water quality variables we’ll be 
checking.
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when it comes to protecting the mighty taonga that are our 
kauri trees, waikato regional Council is taking an extra step 
this summer.

in partnership with 360 discovery, thames-Coromandel district 
Council and the multi-agency kauri dieback Programme, we’re 
installing a new footwear cleaning station at hannafords 
wharf, off te kouma rd, near Coromandel town.

the cleaning station is designed to encourage people arriving 
from auckland on the fullers 360 discovery ferry to clean their 
footwear to ensure they don’t accidentally bring kauri dieback 
disease into the Coromandel, which has the largest population 
of kauri outside northland.

auckland – along with northland and great barrier island – is 
one of the areas where the disease has taken hold.

the new te kouma rd station, along with signage and 
education activities, are part of ongoing efforts by the council, 

partner agencies, iwi and others to make sure kauri dieback 
doesn’t spread into the waikato.

this work remains very important despite a recent waikato 
survey, mostly at Coromandel sites, not detecting any signs of 
kauri dieback, says biosecurity-heritage group manager John 
simmons.

“we can’t be complacent. to help the waikato be kauri 
dieback-free, ensure footwear, tramping gear and equipment 
are thoroughly cleaned before entering forests and thoroughly 
cleaned again afterwards,” says mr simmons.

Tips to keep kauri dieback out of the Waikato
•  Remove all soil from your footwear – it only takes a speck of 

dirt to infect a tree.
• Spray footwear with disinfectant to sterilise any remaining dirt.
• Clean your footwear and other gear before and after forest visits.
• Stay on tracks and off kauri roots.

a step ahead for kauri

free smartphone app the best ‘first mate’ for boaties

www.kauridieback.co.nz

the popular effluent expo will be returning to 
mystery Creek events Centre on tuesday, 25 
march 2014 from 9.00am to 3.30pm. 

with more than 40 suppliers, outdoor 
demonstration displays and seminars by industry 
experts, this expo is your one-stop-shop for 
effluent management solutions. don’t miss it! 
Put it in your calendar now.

dairy farmers... 
save this date

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/forfarmers

March

with plants bursting into flower at the moment, this 
is the perfect time to spot pest plants. and that’s why 
our biosecurity pest plant officers are busy with weed 
surveys right now.

weed surveys involve visiting sites where weeds have 
been controlled to see whether they’ve regrown. 
these surveys also help us locate new pest plant sites, 
understand density levels and prioritise control work.

as you turn your attention to the garden this summer, 
keep an eye out for these seven nasties: woolly 
nightshade, wild ginger, moth plant, mile-a-minute, 
tutsan, banana passionfruit and mignonette vine.

virtually all of new Zealand’s pest plants began their 

destructive rampage on our forests, productive land 
and even our rivers, lakes and coastal waters by 
escaping from people’s gardens. 

Checking your own garden for pest plants and keeping 
a watchful eye for anything potentially exotic or 
unwanted in your community is a simple, but  
critical thing you can do to help keep pests at bay.

you’ll also be making a ripple for a better environment, 
so don’t forget to record it at www.makearipple.co.nz.

if you do find these garden nasties and aren’t sure 
how to get rid of them, visit www.waikatoregion.govt.
nz/plantpests or call our biosecurity team on 0800 
bioseC (0800 246 732).

stopping the spread of garden nasties

Top 10 boating ‘must dos’
waikato regional Council’s harbourmasters will be out and about on some 

of our busiest waterways over the festive holiday season. they’ve put 

together these top 10 boating musts for this summer.

1. wear a lifejacket.

2. Carry two forms of communications.

3.  Check the weather forecasts, tides and swell.

4.  Let someone know where you’re going and when you’ll be back.

5. Carry enough fuel for your trip and some in reserve.

6.  take safety equipment, including a first aid kit, spare rope, a second 

form of propulsion and a bailer.

7. switch on navigation lights from dusk ‘til dawn.

8. have an observer when towing – it takes three to ski.

9.  keep to 5 knots (9 kph or a fast walking pace) within  

50 metres of another vessel or person in the water.

10. make sure the bung is in before you launch.

Mignonette vine

Banana passionfruit

Woolly  nightshade

Mile-a-minute

Wild ginger

Tutsan

Moth plant

a free new smartphone app has been launched, 
giving new Zealand boaties easy access to all the 
information they’ll need when heading out onto 
the water. 

the marinemate application for iPhone and 
android devices has up-to-date tide information 
adjusted for daylight savings, boat ramp 
locations, safe boating checklists, and regulatory 
information on 5 knot zones, towing lanes and 
swimming areas.

“downloading this free app onto your phone 
means boaties no longer need to carry 
cumbersome tide guides, or copies of multiple 
bylaws,” said waikato regional Council’s 
navigation safety programme manager, nicole 
botherway.

“boaties will often visit different locations across 

a number of regions, and some don’t realise the 
rules can vary. marinemate provides a one-
stop-shop for updated information via their 
smartphone, no matter where they are heading to. 

“it’s quick, it’s easy, and it will help to make our 
waterways safer,” said mrs botherway, who led a 
national project team to develop the application.

the app was developed with funding from 
maritime nZ, aCC, Land information nZ and 
regional council harbourmasters, with support 
from water safety new Zealand.

updates to marinemate will 
be released if rules change or 
additional information becomes 
available, such as the location of 
telecom cables. Scan to download 

MarineMate
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new chief on board

be driven to holiday fun

waikato regional Council’s new Ceo vaughan Payne 
has a very strong focus on adding value for local, 
regional and national benefit.

he describes the job as an ideal one for him in an 
organisation whose values closely align with his.

vaughan, formally welcomed to his new role at a 
powhiri at kirikiriroa marae on 18 november, has 
extensive resource management experience at a senior 
level, in both the private and local government sectors, 
to help him achieve his and the organisation’s goals.

and he thinks his joint māori-Pakeha heritage will also 
help him add good value in his new role.

vaughan, who grew up in opotiki, has ngāi tai (tainui 
waka) and whakatōhea (mataatua waka) ancestry on 
his māori side, and french, swiss, english and scottish 
ancestry on his Pakeha side.

“i have a rich māori and Pakeha heritage, and i was 
raised with my extended family from both sides on the 
east coast. i’m very proud of both sides.

“i believe māori and Pakeha essentially have the same 
values but they can place different priorities on those 
values with, for example, their approach to fresh 
water management. different sections of the general 
community can also have differing views of course.

“and that’s what resource management is all about, 
managing competing value systems. i think my 
bicultural ancestry and upbringing helps me appreciate 
a wide range of different perspectives, and to find ways 
of moving forward that create win-win situations.”

besides having that bicultural dimension to his skill 
set and being a sharp and strategic thinker, vaughan 
is also committed to working collaboratively with 
local communities and councils, iwi partners, business 

groups, regional stakeholders and central government 
on healthy and prosperous outcomes for the region.

his professional training after leaving school was in 
resource management and he went on to work with 
companies fletcher Challenge, beca and boffa miskell 
before joining opotiki district Council and becoming 
its Ceo.

this work was in both rural and urban communities, 
meaning he has a good understanding of their differing 
perspectives and issues.

from opotiki district Council he joined waikato 
regional Council as its policy and transport group 
manager, with responsibility for key policy work in 
areas such as economic development, fresh water 
quality, and co-management of the waikato river and 
waipa river with iwi.

“it is a privilege to be working for such an important 
region as the waikato, which has a rich history and 
future role in a national context.”

a key part of vaughan’s work in recent months has 
been a fit for purpose review of the council, aimed at 
ensuring it operates in the most efficient way possible 
and delivers maximum value to ratepayers and regional 
stakeholders.

“whatever the future shape of local government in 
our region, we need both good regional and local 
government in waikato. the fit for purpose review will 
help us play our part to the maximum.

“i want to see an economically prosperous region 
that looks after its environment and people well. the 
regional council is committed to playing a very strong 
role in delivering on that kaupapa.” 

Beach hop by bus
staying in mercury bay this summer? for hassle free holidays 
like the good old days, leave the car at the bach or at the 
campground and travel on the summer shuttle.

the shuttle operates 27 december to 27 January, linking hot 
water beach, hahei, Cooks beach and ferry Landing, and 
providing pedestrian access across to whitianga on the ferry.

One way Summer Shuttle bus fares: $3 adults, $2 children. 

Park and ride services will also be in operation 27 december to 
27 January in hahei, taking you up the hill to the start of the 
Cathedral Cove walking track. the shuttle operates three times 
an hour between 10am and 6pm. 

Return park & Ride Shuttle fares: $3 adults,  
$2 children, $7 families. 

Avoid the fuss, travel by bus
thinking about Christmas shopping but can’t face the 
carparks? be driven – and bus to your nearest shops. 

in hamilton, seven bus routes travel to westfield Chartwell, 
two to the base and over 20 to the Cbd. northern Connector 
buses link the Cbd with the base, ngaruawahia and huntly 
and now operate all weekend as well as late night thursdays 
– tying in with late night shopping at both the base and 
Centre Place. 

this Christmas, a special timetable will operate on most 
regional and hamilton bus services between Christmas day 
and sunday, 5 January. a number of hamilton services will run 
on Christmas day and many services throughout the region 
continue to operate on public holidays. Please check before 
you travel – visit www.busit.co.nz for more information.

how about visiting one or more of these attractions, all easily 
accessed by bus:
• Hamilton Gardens or the lake in Hamilton or Cambridge
• Hamilton Zoo 
• Waikato Museum 
•  go swimming at Waterworld, Gallagher Aquatic Centre, 

Cambridge swimming Pool, trust waikato  
te awamutu events Centre, or the aC baths in taupō

• hit the beach in Raglan
• do a river walk – go further than normal and take the bus back.

wherever you are these holidays, pack up the kids, sunscreen 
and a picnic and explore your region by bus. under fives 
travel free and school students are eligible for the child fare 
when showing their school id. 
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win winthink you know the rules of the road and want a chance to win free fuel? well, buckle up and test your knowledge 
in a short quiz which features on the waikato regional road safety education group’s ‘reduce the risk’ website.

there’s a new quiz every month on the www.reducetherisk.co.nz website and you’ll also find some tips for safe 
summer driving.

as we’re entering the ‘silly season’, the questions over the next two months will test how much you know about 
alcohol and driving. the quiz will take just a minute and you’ll go in the draw to win a $50 voucher.

the road safety education group is led by waikato regional Council, working in conjunction with other regional 
safety stakeholders including the nZ transport agency, nZ Police, aCC and councils.

test your knowledge to WIN fREE fUEL

vaughan Payne
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meet your new council

over the holiday season our offices will 
be closed from 3pm on Tuesday, 24 
december 2013 and will reopen at 8am 
on Monday, 6 January 2014.

while our offices will be closed, you can 
call our freephone 0800 800 401 any 
time to:

• report air or water pollution
•  report unsafe water activities in or on 

a river, lake or harbour
•  make a general enquiry or 

information request.

Limited counter service 
hours at Taupō office
Counter services at our taupō office 
will be limited to four hours each day 
– 10.30am to 2.30pm – from monday, 
6 January to friday, 17 January 2014. 
normal counter service hours (8am 
to 5pm) will resume on monday, 20 
January 2014.

although counter service hours are 
limited over this period, staff will be 
answering incoming phone calls during 
normal working hours (8am to 5pm).

we wish you all

merry 
Christmas

waikato regional Council has eight new 
councillors following the local body 
elections on saturday, 12 october: alan 
Livingston in the waipa-king Country 
constituency, bob simcock in hamilton, 
hugh vercoe and stuart husband in 
the waihou constituency, Clyde graf in 
thames-Coromandel, kathy white in the 
taupō-rotorua constituency, tipa mahuta 
in ngā hau e whā and timoti bramley in 
ngā tai ki uta.

together with returning councillors 
Paula southgate, Jane hennebry, Lois 
Livingstone, Peter buckley, theresa stark 
and stuart kneebone, these elected 
members are your voice on a variety of 
regional development and environmental 
matters that are critical to ensuring the 
waikato has strong communities and a 
healthy environment.

if you would like to keep up-to-date with 
their decisions, or simply get to know your 
council, you have a few options:

·  Come along to a full council meeting – 
these meetings are usually on the last 
thursday of each month.

·  get a wrap up of the discussions and 
decisions made at council meetings in 
your inbox by subscribing to our your 
waikato e-newsletter.

·  give your local councillor a call to chat 
about issues that are important to you 
and your community.


