
YOUR REGIONAL NEws UpdAtE fROm WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL

YOUR
WAIKATO

 waikatoregion.govt.nz 
0800 800 401

ThIs 
IssUE #75
october 2012IN

s
Id

E 

A BETTER WAIKATO 
GOOD PROGRESS 
ON GOALS

sUPPORTING LIFE 
SIGNIFICANT NATURAL 
AREAS

sUMMER RULEs 
SAFE AND ENJOYABLE 
WATERWAYS

4
7

2

ThE EsTABLIshMENT OF ThE NORTh IsLANd’s FIRsT 
sEA-BAsEd FIsh FARMs ARE A sTEP CLOsER WITh ThE 
IMMINENT RELEAsE OF TENdERING GUIdELINEs ANd 
AN ECONOMIC PROsPECTUs FOR ThE COROMANdEL. 

It signals a major milestone in the lead up to the release 
of space created by the Government a year ago for  
high-value fish farming in waters off the western coast 
of the Coromandel Peninsula.

“Finfish farming has the potential to generate millions 
of dollars annually and we’re expecting the release of 
this space early next year to draw significant interest. 
We’ve already had indications that this might attract 
a wide range of new investors as well as established 
marine farmers,” said Waikato Regional Council’s senior 
coastal planner, Graeme silver.

To help potential applicants, the council has been 
working with Aquaculture NZ and Thames-Coromandel 
district Council (TCdC) on tendering and consenting 
guidelines, due for release by the end of next month. 
An aquaculture sector and economic overview for the 
district will be released at the same time by TCdC.

The guidelines will advise potential applicants of the 
availability of the fish farming space, how it will be 
released, and how permits can be obtained. It also  
gives an indication of relevant costs and charges that 
will apply to consent holders.

strict rules will manage the environmental effects of 
fish farming on the marine environment. New fish farms 
will be subject to staged development using an adaptive 
management approach. detailed monitoring will be 
required to demonstrate environmental sustainability 
before further stages can be established.

Already the Coromandel area supports an established 
shellfish farming industry, with more than 20 per cent  
of New Zealand’s green-lipped mussels and Pacific 
oysters produced in the hauraki Gulf for both local 
consumption and export.

“half the seafood eaten by people worldwide is farmed, 
not caught in the wild. And globally there is increasing 
demand for healthy seafood – that is, fish grown in clean 
water like we have on the Coromandel,” explains Mr silver. 

The release of fish farming space means aquaculture 
is poised to become one of the Coromandel’s biggest 
industries in just a few years, significantly contributing to 
the economic and social development of the region.

Recent reforms to aquaculture legislation mean New 
Zealand is well placed to achieve the Government’s 
target of an industry worth $1 billion by 2025. 

Waikato Regional Council will call for tenders early next 
year for the Coromandel marine farming zone (300 
hectares) and an area of the Wilson Bay zone (90 hectares). 

It could still be another year or two before the first fish 
farms are operating, with the tenders to be weighed 
up against criteria including proposed environmental 
management practices and whether a proposal would 
contribute to social and economic wellbeing. The 
successful tender or tenders will then be able to apply  
to the regional council for resource consent.

         www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/aquaculture 

         www.tcdc.govt.nz/aquaculture

there’s something in the water...
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FINANCIAL 
PERFORMANCE
The council delivered a $6.511 

million operating surplus for the 

year ending 30 June 2012. Of this:

• drainage assets transferred from 

waikato district Council have been 

valued at $273,000.

• $4.8 million has been transferred 

to reserves. these transfers 

generally reflect unspent targeted 

rates that must be set aside. It also 

represents repayment of internal 

loans for capital expenditure and 

disaster recovery provisions.

• $635,000 has been carried over to 

the 2012/13 financial year to allow 

work programmes started this year 

to be completed.

Working for a better Waikato
WAIkATO REGIONAL COUNCIL'S 2011/12 ANNUAL REPORT hAS JUST BEEN ADOPTED AND REFLECTS ON A 
BUSY AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR, IN WhICh PERFORmANCE TARGETS WERE SUBSTANTIALLY AChIEvED.

Over the past year the principles of the council’s new flagship goals of sustaining the quality of our land 
and water resources, regional development, and meeting co-governance requirements with iwi have been 
embedded into our work programmes as part of the 2012-2022 Long Term Plan.

Overall, we have made good progress on implementing and achieving all three flagship goals to achieve  
the vision of a region ‘Competing globally, caring locally’.

• during the year, 52 old 

woodburners and open fires were 

replaced in te kuiti, taupō and 

tokoroa through the Clean Heat 

Retrofit programme. meanwhile, 

a strategy for improving air 

quality in the four non-complying 

waikato airsheds of tokoroa, 

taupō, te kuiti and putaruru was 

adopted.

• phase one of a project to 

remediate the polluted tui mine 

on the western flanks of mount 

te Aroha was largely completed, 

with only some discharges at 

level four of the underground 

mine requiring attention. phase 

two for the remediation of the 

tailings impoundment area 

is underway and 55 per cent 

complete.

• more than 930 farms were 

inspected from the air. further on 

ground inspections were carried 

out on 248 of these farms, with 

89 (9.6 per cent) found to be 

significantly non-compliant. 

significant non-compliance 

is generally described as a 

discharge of effluent that has 

either entered water, or is at high 

risk of entering water.

• the council responded to 671 

animal and plant pest complaints. 

performance targets were met for 

rat control (Hamilton Halo) and 

possum control (Nukuhakari).

• the council processed 757 

resource consents during 

the year.

Key achievements

• staff assisted maritime New 

Zealand with management of the 

Rena grounding incident off the 

Bay of plenty coast, and helped 

out with oil spill containment and 

clean up operations.

• the ever present threat of 

volcanic eruption in the North 

Island’s central plateau region 

prompted the multi-agency 

Central plateau Volcanic Advisory 

Group to develop a new strategy 

and work programme for raising 

public awareness of the volcanic 

threat.

• the waipā and Coromandel zone 

management plans were adopted 

by the council in April 2012.

• several boat safety campaigns 

were run by the council, 

reminding boaties of the 

Navigation safety Bylaw rules and 

etiquette to keep waterways safe 

for all users.

Key achievementsKey achievements

• Community-based environmental 

grants totalling more than 

$120,000 were awarded. projects 

included a restoration plan at 

matarangi Reserve, weed control, 

replanting and sediment control 

around Lake Rotokauri, and 

removal of wilding pines from a 

section of the whakaipo to kinloch 

bike track.

• In August 2011, the council 

received 6839 submissions on 

the national cycling centre of 

excellence proposal. funding of  

$6 million was approved.

• prior to adopting the 2012-

2022 Long term plan, the 

council considered 559 written 

submissions, and listened to 120 

people at the hearing in may 2012.

• the council collaborated with 

territorial authorities and 

community organisations to 

provide Enviroschools to 142 

schools.

COMMUNITY 

PARTNERshIPs

Community Beachcare groups – a 
partnership between the council, 
community members, iwi and district 
council staff – were supported across 
20 sites in the Waikato, including Port 
Waikato (above).

In June 2012, the council completed flood 
mitigation works at Te Puru, the last of 
five big projects initiated on the Thames 
coast after a weather bomb in 2002 that 
claimed one life and caused millions of 
dollars of damage. 

• In line with the council’s strategic 

direction and vision of the waikato 

‘Competing globally, caring locally’, 

the council continues to work with 

regional stakeholders, through 

groups such as the Upper North 

Island strategic Alliance (UNIsA), 

on a range of initiatives including 

projects to reduce the cost of 

doing business in New Zealand.

• the waikato Regional Land 

transport programme 2012-15 

was adopted in may 2012. the 

programme supports spending of 

more than $1.1 billion on transport 

projects in the waikato over the 

next three years.

• see page 8 of this Your Waikato 

for more information about the 

electoral boundary changes and  

representation review.

Key achievements

REGIONAL

dEvELOPMENT 

sAFE ANd  

REsILIENT 

COMMUNITIEsENvIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT

The council participated in successful 
road safety education and public 
awareness campaigns during 2011/12 
and Ruben the Road Safety Bear’s 
school programme continued to perform 
exceedingly well, with 98 per cent school 
satisfaction for the programme.

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/

annual-report

read the 2011/12 

Annual report and 

Summary online at

Or phone 0800 800 401 to 

request a printed copy of 

the summary.
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Car sales fund trees
ABOUT 4000 TREEs WILL BE PLANTEd IN ThE WAIKATO 
NExT WINTER AFTER hONdA NEW ZEALANd’s LATEsT 
FUNdING CONTRIBUTION TOOK ITs TOTAL OvER EIGhT 
YEARs TO MORE ThAN $200,000.

A cheque for $14,375 was recently handed over to waikato regional councillors 

stu kneebone and paula southgate to take the total to just under $210,000. 

that means Honda has funded or will fund the planting of about 70,000 trees.

ten native trees are funded annually for every new Honda car sold in New 

Zealand, with cash allocated to regions based on how many cars are sold 

in different parts of the country. 

“this cash from Honda is great when it comes to providing support to 

waikato community environmental initiatives,” said council sustainable 

agriculture coordinator Bala tikkisetty.

waikato Regional Council helps allocate this region’s share of the funds 

to support such things as the establishment of native tree populations, 

and provide water run off and erosion controls. the plantings also aid 

biodiversity protection and restoration, urban stream enhancement and coastal 

protection and restoration.

A vOLUNTARY ORGANISATION IS SEEkING 
ENvIRONmENTAL ADvOCATES FROm ACROSS 
ThE REGION TO FILL SIx vACANCIES.

the Advisory Committee for the Regional Environment (ACRE) 

is a voluntary organisation which acts as an environmental 

advocate. Its 15 members represent or have associations 

with many environmental groups regionally and nationally.

members are appointed for a three year term and are 

eligible for re-election. due to the retirement of some 

members at the end of the year, ACRE is seeking to appoint 

six new members. Consideration will be given to the 

geographical spread of applicants within the waikato, their 

associated networks and environmental knowledge.

ENvIRONmENTAL 
ADvOCATES SOUGhT

For nomination forms and information about 
the group go to  www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/acre

Alternatively, contact Emma Wright on 0800 800 401  
(emma.wright@waikatoregion.govt.nz) or chair Joyce Birdsall 

on 07 864 7223 (jandbbirdsall@clear.net.nz).

Nominations close on 26 November 2012.

WAIKATO: perfect growing conditions

the region’s economic development patterns have shaped our 

council’s vision of the region 'Competing globally, caring locally'. 

this means the council is focussed on supporting a strong  

export-driven economy underpinned by a healthy environment.

Increasing the value of international exports is important to 

achieving New Zealand’s economic growth objectives, which is 

necessary to lift people’s incomes and living standards.

However, we must take care to ensure economic growth does 

not come at the expense of the environment upon which the 

waikato economy relies.

A key role of the waikato Regional Council is to work 

with businesses and industry groups, central and local 

government organisations, iwi, tertiary education and 

research providers and commercialisation and economic 

development agencies to help create the right conditions 

for ‘green growth’. Green growth is economic development 

that has positive environmental outcomes, or at least no 

negative environmental outcomes. put another way, “green 

growth means a shift to more sustainable, or greener, ways of 

operating and developing modern economies”.

In line with this approach, the council has recently completed 

a profile of the waikato economy that shows the region has 

scope to achieve better results across a range of economic 

indicators. we outline the key points from the profile below.

Nationally important sectors – 
primary production, food and wood 
products, manufacturing and services

• waikato is New Zealand’s most important dairying region, 

accounting for more than a quarter of milk supply to the 

country’s largest export sector.

“…the Waikato has within its borders the richest and most 
permanent goldfield in the colony, the thermal springs 
and Wonderland, forests of most valuable pines, unrivalled 
water, power and communications, and the finest dairy 
lands in the world...” New Zealand Observer, 13 January 1906

• we grow, process and export meat and horticultural products.

• A significant proportion of the nationally important 

central North Island forestry resource and one of the largest 

pulp and paper mills are located in the region. forestry and 

wood products combined are New Zealand’s third largest 

export sector.

• we offer high value manufacturing and services, such 

as agritech, aviation and materials and equipment 

manufacturing.

• Aquaculture in the firth of thames is poised to be an 

important export sector.

We’ve got the power

• waikato is New Zealand’s premier electricity region, generating 

more electricity than any other single region in the country.

• waikato exports approximately 75 per cent of electricity 

generated to other regions, predominantly Auckland.

• Almost 60 per cent of electricity produced in the region is 

from renewable sources.

• 75 per cent of New Zealand’s known geothermal resources are 

located in the waikato region.

And the movement

• Almost a quarter of total national freight movements by  

land either travel within, to, from, or through the waikato 

region (51 million tonnes out of a national total of some 225 

million tonnes).

• the waikato region has more heavy commercial vehicle 

movements per day than any other region.

• 16 per cent of the national state highway network (1740 

kilometres) is in waikato.

• we have 329 kilometres of active rail routes in the region or 

8.5 per cent of the national rail network.

• About 16 per cent of New Zealand’s rail freight traffic in 

net tonne kilometres is travelled on lines in the waikato. 

Approximately 6 million tonnes, nearly 45 per cent of the 

national total, originated in, had a destination in, or passed 

through the region.

Minerals

• waikato has the most extensive sub-bituminous coal 

resources in New Zealand and represents more than one 

third of New Zealand’s coal output, including about 70 per 

cent of the coal produced for domestic consumption.

• waikato is the largest inter-regional 'exporter' of economic 

aggregate and industrial minerals for roading material. 

this goes predominantly to Auckland, which 'imports' from 

waikato almost 25 per cent of its needs.

• mines in waihi produced 108,000 ounces of gold and 

522,129 ounces of silver in 2010.

MORE ThAN 100 YEARs AFTER ThE PUBLICATION OF ThIs dEsCRIPTION, ThE WAIKATO 
REGION CONTINUEs TO dERIvE BOTh ITs CULTURAL IdENTITY ANd ECONOMIC 
sTRENGTh FROM ITs RICh NATURAL REsOURCE BAsE.

i For the full report, visit waikatoregion.govt.nz.
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Significant 
natural areaS 
supporting life
Many parts of the Waikato region have lost most of the original habitats and 
vegetation that sustained our native species. However, there are still important natural 
areas that provide places for native plant and animal species to live. Those same 
areas also provide ecosystem services that make people’s lives more enjoyable and 
profitable. 

Some of these natural areas contain threatened species or rare types of habitat that 
make them more important relative to other natural areas without these features.

Known as significant natural areas (SNAs), they are an integral part of New Zealand’s 
natural heritage and provide a range of services that are very valuable to humans.

Waikato Regional Council identifies SNAs to:
• protect our natural heritage for future generations 
• protect a range of habitats so the species that depend on those habitats can thrive 
• link up or reconnect SNAs to improve their health 
• prioritise where we can assist landowners who want to enhance their properties 
• meet the Resource Management Act legal requirements.

A 10 year objective is to have voluntary restoration plans in place with landowners at 
100 sites across Waikato.

          www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/SNAs

Already the Waikato has barely enough original indigenous habitat 
remaining to support the full range of our native plants, trees, 
shrubs, insects, birds and mammals.

“As the amount of habitat decreases, the species that can survive 
start to decline as well,” explains the council’s natural heritage 
programme manager, Kevin Collins. 

“It decreases slowly at first, but becomes 
more rapid as the proportion of habitat 
remaining declines. About 30 per cent is 
the critical average for many plant and 
animal species in New Zealand. After that, 
they start to slide over the cliff and it is 
very hard for them to survive. That’s why 
it is so important to protect what we have 
left in the Waikato,” he said.

Already in the Waikato:
•  70 per cent of the landscape has been 

deforested 
•  90 per cent of wetlands have been 

drained
•  30 per cent of terrestrial and wetland birds are extinct 
• more than 2000 exotic plants are naturalised and frequently compete with 

native species
•  32 mammals, 34 birds and 19 fish species have been naturalised and many have 

become pests.

Made in NZ
Safeguarding New Zealand’s biodiversity is especially important because high 
percentages of the country’s indigenous species are endemic, which means they 
cannot be found anywhere else on earth. 

Over 90 per cent of New Zealand’s insects, freshwater fish and marine molluscs, 80 
per cent of ferns, conifers and flowering plants, 32 per cent of bird species, all 60 
of our reptiles, our 4 remaining frogs and 2 species of bat are completely unique to 
New Zealand.

SLIPPERY
SLOPE

CAUTION

lake SNA

terrestrial forest SNA

wetland SNA

geothermal SNA

rivers and streams SNA

Making connections
Connectivity between 
SNAs is crucial because 
ecosystems can’t function 
well in isolation. 

What makes an SNA special? 
It’s about the ability of a place to 
sustain a range of life.

Bearded orchid geothermal tangle fern

Already we have lost a 
significant proportion of our 
indigenous biodiversity. The 
SNA project is about protecting 
and reconnecting the mostly 
small and scattered pieces of 
habitat we have left.

Black mudfish Sundew

giant kokopu Koura

Hebe scopulorum archey’s frognorth island kākā

Shortjaw kokopu 

longfin eel

Biodiversity corridors

Photos - Wildlands
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REGIONAL BUs FAREs WILL RIsE FOR 
ThE FIRsT TIME IN MORE ThAN TWO 
YEARs, WITh WAIKATO REGIONAL 
COUNCIL BACKING 5 PER CENT 
ANNUAL INCREAsEs.

the council’s transport operations programme manager Edwin 

swaris said that throughout New Zealand, public transport was 

operating in an extremely constrained funding environment.

“As a region, we are being asked to do more with less,” he said.

Approximately 70 per cent of the cost of running the region’s 

public transport service comes from the NZ transport Agency 

(NZtA) and ratepayers. the remaining 30 per cent is funded 

through fares.

But the Government has capped funding for the next three years 

and told the council it expects the amount of money recovered 

from fares to increase to 40 per cent by 2017.

“A programme of regular, incremental increases will help us meet 

our farebox recovery targets in a prudent and sustainable way.

“since the last fare increase in October 2010, the cost of fuel and 

wages has increased, yet our fares haven’t gone up to keep pace 

with increasing costs,” he said.

A fare increase for the Raglan service at the start of this year 

helped pay for the extension of the route travelled by the bus, 

which stops at a number of schools in Hamilton.

Councillor paula southgate said the incremental approach to fare 

rises will have less of an impact on bus users and is preferable to 

a big jump at once. “Even with the increase, our fares represent 

really good value to the passenger.

“Unfortunately, we don’t have any choice about whether or not to 

increase fares. we can’t seek more ratepayer funding. we still have 

to work toward the 40 per cent farebox recovery target and the 

only way we can achieve that is through the fare paying passenger.

“people who own cars will be aware that all the costs of owning 

a car have gone up – public transport is subject to the same 

pressures,” Cr southgate said.

the council consulted on fare increases during the development of 

both the public transport plan and long term plan in the past year. 

the familiar bus route that circles Hamilton in both directions 

remains unchanged.

“the Orbiter is an important bus route for the city, accounting for 

around 20 per cent of Hamilton’s patronage with just under one 

million passenger trips annually,” said the council’s policy and 

transport group manager Vaughan payne.

“we have listened to the feedback from 

customers and worked hard over the past few 

months with the bus operator, pavlovich, to 

find a solution to the reliability issues being 

raised.

“A timetabled service will enable 

people to better plan their trips to 

arrive on time at work and school, 

or appointments,” he said.

New timetables are available from 

the transport centre in Bryce street, on 

Orbiter buses and the BUsIt website 

www.busit.co.nz.

35% 35% 30%

WhO PAYs FOR BUsEs

funded by 
NZ transport 
Agency

funded by 
rates

funded by 
revenue 
from ticket 
sales

WhAT IT MEANs FOR YOU

hAmILTON 
SERvICES

children: 
10 cents more

Adults: 
10-20 cents more

RURAL 
SERvICES

children: 
5-30 cents more

Adults: 
10-40 cents more

FAREs FAIR
Be driven to the beach

MERCURY BAY shUTTLE

GRAB YOUR SUNBLOCk, hAT AND TOWEL 
AND LEAvE ThE CAR kEYS AT hOmE. 
IF YOU’RE PLANNING TO hOLIDAY AT 
mERCURY BAY ThIS SUmmER, OUR 
SPECIAL ShUTTLE SERvICES WILL TAkE 
ThE hASSLE OUT OF GETTING TO SOmE OF 
YOUR FAvOURITE BEAChES.

the mercury Bay bus service operates between ferry Landing 

and Hot water Beach, stopping at maramatotara Bay, Cooks 

and Hahei beaches between 10am and 5pm from thursday 

27 december until wednesday 6 february. A special New 

Year’s Eve service also operates to ensure party-goers can 

travel safely.

Last year, 2832 passengers travelled on the mercury Bay 

summer shuttle, which is operated by waikato Regional 

Council and thames-Coromandel district Council (tCdC).

CAThEdRAL COvE PARK ANd RIdE

ThE POPULARITY OF ThE hAhEI TO 
CAThEDRAL COvE PARk AND RIDE 
SUmmER ShUTTLE SERvICE mEANS IT 
WILL BE BACk DURING ThE 2012/13 PEAk 
hOLIDAY PERIOD.

the regional council and tCdC have teamed up with the 

mercury Bay Community Board to again provide the park and 

ride service from thursday 27 december to sunday 15 January.

the service helps to ease traffic congestion and parking 

hassles at Cathedral Cove, improving safety for pedestrians 

and other road users.

keep an eye on the BUsIt website and follow us on facebook 

for the latest information on these summer holiday services.

the Orbiter has moved to a 

timetabled service giving customers 

arrival and departure times at key 

points on the 37.5 km route.

On weekdays, buses have been 

given more time to complete 

the route to allow for increased 

passenger numbers, traffic 

congestion and roadworks. It still 

means a bus every 15 minutes 

during peak times, with buses 

every 20 minutes in the off-peak.

On weekends the service has 

been improved to run every 

20 minutes during the main 

shopping period between 

10am and 5pm, instead of 

every 35 minutes.

ChANGEs TO 
hAMILTON's 
ORBITER BUS SERvICE 
INTRODUCED AT ThE START 
OF ThE mONTh FOCUS ON 
ImPROvING RELIABILITY ACROSS 
ThE WEEk AND PROvIDING A 
mORE USEFUL SERvICE FOR 
WEEkEND ShOPPERS.

New weekday  timetable PLUS more buses at weekends. 

Pick up the new timetable from any Orbiter bus or visit www.busit.co.nz

NEW 
TImETABLE

oUt NoW

IT’s AFFORdABLE!

Adults: $3

children: $2

Family: $7 (2 adults and 2 children)

The age limit for children has been raised this 

year from 12 to 15 years. The above prices pay for 

a return trip on the hahei-Cathedral Cove shuttle.

GREAT 

vALUE

i www.busit.co.nz

i www.busit.co.nz

Bus connections made 
easier at The Base

A NEW BUS hUB DEvELOPED IN 
PARTNERShIP WITh TAINUI GROUP 
hOLDINGS hAS OPENED ThIS mONTh AT 
hAmILTON’S ThE BASE ShOPPING CENTRE.

the dedicated area provides improved facilities for bus 

customers and will enable the Orbiter, Huntly and City Express 

services to leave the complex more easily, particularly at busy 

shopping times.

the bus stops previously outside te Awa have been relocated 

to a more central location on the site and will provide good 

access as the Base develops.

the Base’s free shuttle service continues to transport visitors 

around the site from the new hub, as well as other key areas.
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PROTECTING WATERWAYS
A new dairy effluent monitoring trial aims at keeping 

contaminants out of ground and surface water. It’s through such 

council initiatives we can protect and maintain water resources 

so they are kept in a healthy state for generations to come.

more direct work with dairy farmers to identify and fix effluent 

management problems is the key feature of the new trial system 

to monitor compliance with effluent management rules.

the rules protect water quality in the region by keeping nutrients 

and bacteria in effluent out of waterways.

“we want farmers get it right 365 days a year,” said compliance 

and education manager Rob dragten.

the council has previously largely relied on public 

complaints and random helicopter monitoring 

to detect rule breaches. this has involved about 

seven helicopter flights a season over about a 

quarter of the region’s 4000 dairy farms, with 

follow up visits by council officers as required.

the new plan will target up to 500 farms a 

season in areas with soils that have a greater 

risk of allowing effluent to get into waterways. 

these farms will be flown over by a helicopter to 

identify potential serious non-compliance. Once 

any serious non-compliance is dealt with, the rest 

of the properties will also get an inspection.

If there are problems, the council will now point 

farmers towards a system upgrade, using effluent 

system companies accredited under dairyNZ’s 

new farm dairy effluent code of practice and 

design standards.

CONSENTS ALIGNED TO WATER 
qUALITY ImPROvEmENT
Variation 6 is a new policy designed to manage water allocation 

and the health of waterways. the rules seek to ensure there is 

enough water to protect aquatic life and provide for recreation, 

while meeting domestic, municipal, agricultural, cultural and 

industrial needs as far as possible.

Efficiency and saving farmers money are the aims of the plan for 

implementing the new rules for dairy farm water take consents.

the rules are part of Variation 6, a policy to help ensure 

freshwater takes help meet regional and national objectives. they 

mean about 3500 dairy farmers will need consent for surface and 

ground water takes for dairy 

shed water.

Almost all dairy farms taking more 

than 15 cubic metres of water per 

day for milk cooling and shed 

washdown purposes will need 

consent. It is expected this will 

affect any dairy farm with a herd of 

215 cows or more.

special provisions have been given 

to dairy shed takes that existed prior 

to 15 October 2008. these effectively 

'grandparent' the ability to take the 

amount of water used at that time. 

However, an application still needs 

to be made prior to 1 January 2015 

to guarantee that resource consent 

is granted for this grandparented 

water.

sUMMER RULEs ON ThE WATER

At the same time, waikato Regional Council’s harbourmasters will 

be carrying out boat safety blitzes over summer, enforcing the rules 

to keep waterways safe for all users. there will be a particular focus 

on ensuring boaties are carrying waterproof communications, as 

well as correctly-fitting lifejackets for each person on board.

Navigation safety programme manager Nicole Botherway said 

many boaties still head out onto the water believing they won’t 

strike trouble.

“And that ends up being the case for most people. But there will 

be some who might have unexpected engine trouble or their boat 

hit by a rogue wave. It might be you. so it’s imperative if you’re 

heading out on the water that you carry lifejackets for everyone on 

board, a waterproof VHf radio and store cellphones in drybags.”

mrs Botherway advised boaties to ensure they have 

communications coverage for the entirety of the outing.

Last summer’s survey of boaties carried out by the council found 

that around 42 per cent were not carrying cellphones in drybags. 

“If a cellphone is your only means of contact in an emergency 

and it gets wet, the likelihood of surviving drops significantly.

“we’re all hoping for brilliant weather this summer and we want 

people to enjoy being out on the water, but we also want everyone 

to return home safely to their family and friends,” she said.

qUICk TIPSWear correctly-fitting lifejacketsCarry a waterproof vhF radioEnsure cellphones are in drybagsCheck the weather forecastTurn lights on at night
Know basic boating rules, such as keeping to the right

Avoid alcohol

A review of the rules which keep the region’s  

waterways safe for users is due to get underway,  

with waikato Regional Council’s navigation safety team to  

begin meeting with the community this month.

the bylaw covers all navigable waterways in the waikato region, 

with the exception of Lake taupo where the regulation is 

provided by the department of Internal Affairs.

the bylaw sets out safe practices for people using the lakes, rivers and 

harbours for water skiing, swimming, boating, kayaking and other 

water activities. It aims to ensure the safety of users on waikato’s 

waterways by reducing conflicts between different activities. www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/boatsafety

sAFETY FIRsT

sUMMER Is ON ITs WAY ANd WITh ThE dAYs hOTTING 
UP ThE NUMBERs OF PEOPLE ENjOYING ThE REGION’s 
sPECTACULAR WATERWAYs WILL RIsE.

If farmers are taking more water now than in 2008, it may 

be more difficult to obtain consent for this 'extra' water. It’s 

recommended farmers in such situations contact the council or 

a consultant for advice.

whilst anyone can apply for a consent at any time, to help keep 

the consenting process as simple as possible – and to keep 

consent processing costs down for farmers – the council is 

seeking to receive consent applications on a phased, catchment 

by catchment basis.

Expected catchment closing dates are:

Waihou – 30 November 2012

Lower Waikato and West Coast – 29 march 2013

Upper Waipā and King Country – 31 July 2013

Coromandel – 31 July 2013

Lower Waipā and Raglan – 29 November 2013

Upper Waikato – 31 march 2014

Piako and Waitakaruru – 31 July 2014

farmers are being written to about the consenting process, 

outlining the options.

farmers who don’t apply for relevant consents before 1 January 

2015 may find the consent process is complex and that there is 

no guarantee of obtaining consent.

public meetings on a review of the bylaw are being 

held this month at Raglan, Cambridge, Hamilton, 

whitianga, tairua and whangamata. It will be an 

opportunity for people, particularly those who 

regularly use our waterways, to ensure their 

opinions are heard on how boating activities 

should take place in their area.

the draft bylaw will be adopted by the council 

in december ahead of being released for public 

consultation. submissions on the draft bylaw will open on 17 

december 2012 and close on 22 february 2013.

the updated navigation safety bylaw will become effective 

from 1 July 2013.

to receive regular information about the review, or to find out 

more, visit www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/bylawreview or email 

navbylaw@waikatoregion.govt.nz.

i

i www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/watertakes

0800 800 402

Store cellphones in drybags 
while on the water.

WATER’s FUTURE 
Is CLEAR
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FREEPhONE 0800 800 401
www.waikatoregion.govt.nz

Your waikato is produced on paperstock certified under the programme for the Endorsement of 
forest Certification (pEfC). pEfC is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation 
which promotes sustainably managed forests through independent third party certification.

do you know your 
regional council 
voting area for 
the 2013 election?

Ngā Tai ki Uta
North Māori: 29,250
Seats: 1

Ngā Hau e Whā
North Māori: 32,890
Seats: 1

Maori seats from 2013

Constituencies from 2013

Taupo- - Rotorua
General: 30,460
Seats: 1

Waipa-  - King Country
General: 56,200
Seats: 2

Hamilton City
General: 123,900
Seats: 4

Waikato
General: 53,100
Seats: 2

Waihou
General: 56,110
Seats: 2

Thames-
Coromandel
General: 31,050
Seats: 1

Current constituencies - 2010

South 
Waikato-
Rotorua
General: 26,600
Seats: 1

Taupo- 
General: 33,400
Seats: 1

Waipā-
King Country
General: 43,380
Seats: 2

Central
Waikato
General: 36,000
Seats: 1

Hamilton
General: 145,200
Seats: 4

Matamata-
Piako
General: 31,600
Seats: 1

North Waikato-Hauraki
General: 34,300
Seats: 1

Thames-
Coromandel
General: 33,400
Seats: 1

A BId TO BOOsT vOTER TURNOUT IN LOCAL BOdY 
ELECTIONs Is ONE REAsON FOR NEW WAIKATO 
REGIONAL COUNCIL CONsTITUENCY BOUNdARIEs 
dUE TO TAKE EFFECT FROM 2013.

Councils must review the number of councillors and 
how they represent their communities at least every 
six years. Waikato Regional Council completed its 
review earlier this year, making a number of changes 
aimed at encouraging greater participation in local 
democracy, ensuring fair and effective representation, 
and better alignment with local council boundaries and 
the regional council’s own river management zones.

From next year Waikato voters will elect 14 regional 
councillors – 12 from six general constituencies and 
two councillors from the Māori constituencies, a move 
the council anticipated in 2006 when it reduced the 
number of councillors from 14 to 12.

Increasing ma-ori 
participation
the introduction of ma-ori seats is a significant milestone in 

local government in waikato.

the groundwork was laid in 2006 when the council reduced 

the number of councillors from 14 to 12 and adjusted 

constituency boundaries to allow for two members to be 

elected from ma-ori constituencies in the future.

the view of most regional councillors is that ma-ori seats are 

about fair and effective representation. Everyone still has 

only one vote, but people on the ma-ori roll are able to vote 

for ma-ori representation. Anyone can stand for the two 

ma-ori seats as long as they are New Zealand citizens and 

their name is on the parliamentary electoral roll.

the councillors’ total remuneration pool does not increase to 

accommodate the two new seats.

New voting areas
the northern ma-ori seat covering Hamilton city and  

waikato district will be called Ngā Hau e whā (the four  

winds) while the ma-ori seat covering thames-Coromandel,  

Hauraki, matamata-piako, waipā, Ōtorohanga, waitomo,  

south waikato and parts of taup0-  and Rotorua districts  

will be called Ngā tai ki Uta (from coastal to inland).

A new general constituency called waihou will be formed  

by joining matamata-piako, south waikato and part of  

the North waikato constituencies with the aim of better 

supporting river catchment management.

A new taup0--Rotorua general constituency will be  

formed by joining parts of Rotorua district with taup0- .

Population size shapes 
constituencies
A key challenge for the council is ensuring fair 

representation for people in smaller districts with 

declining populations.

known as the ‘+/- 10 per cent rule’, fair representation 

is spelt out in the Local Electoral Act. It says that the 

population of each constituency to the number of 

members to be elected in that constituency can be 

no more than 10 per cent greater or smaller than the 

population of the region divided by the total number 

of elected members.

This means each regional councillor has to 

represent a constituency of between 28,350 

to 34,650 people. To achieve these population 

requirements, and align with local council boundaries, two 

or more districts have been combined to form a regional 

constituency in some cases.

Current 
ConstituenCies 

2010

general 
ConstituenCies  

from 2013

ma
-
ori 

ConstituenCies  
from 2013

COUNCILLORs’ CONTACTs
Name Constituency phone Email Name Constituency phone Email

Tony Armstrong Hamilton (07) 829 8609, 021 224 4708 tony.armstrong@waikatoregion.govt.nz stuart Kneebone waipa-king Country (07) 827 3079, 021 943 055 stuart.kneebone@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Norm Barker south waikato-Rotorua 021 815 437 norm.barker@waikatoregion.govt.nz Phillip Legg matamata-piako 021 220 7314 phillip.legg@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Peter Buckley North waikato-Hauraki 021 227 3436 peter.buckley@waikatoregion.govt.nz Lois Livingston Hamilton 021 704 293 lois.livingston@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Laurie Burdett taupo (07) 378 3025, 021 248 0112 laurie.burdett@waikatoregion.govt.nz Russ Rimmington waipa-king Country 027 671 1434 rimmington@xtra.co.nz

simon Friar thames-Coromandel 0275 926 322 simon.friar@waikatoregion.govt.nz Paula southgate Hamilton 021 589 957 paula.southgate@waikatoregion.govt.nz

jane hennebry Hamilton 021 229 8591 jane.hennebry@waikatoregion.govt.nz Theresa stark Central waikato 021 941 314 theresa.stark@waikatoregion.govt.nz


