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Late in 2011 after the reshaped area had been planted with a cover of spinifex 
and pīngao. Note the spinifex sending out long runners seaward. These will help 
to trap sand, building a dune buffer.

Shortly after planting in June 2011. The exotic plant species were mechanically 
removed ahead of the planting day. A range of native back-dune species were 
planted including wīwī, harakeke and NZ spinach.

The site after earthworks cleared exotic vegetation from the frontal part of the 
dune. The exotic plants had been sprayed with herbicide prior to the earthworks 
to ensure only limited re-growth occurred.

Less than 10 months later (May 2012) the back dune has now been restored, 
with a range of native species helping to support biodiversity and increasing 
the natural character of the area. The work at Cooks Beach demonstrates the 
strength of a 'whole of frontal dune' approach. The success of the work has also 
resulted in a planned open day for the wider community in mid 2012.

In 2010 the frontal dune of the demonstration area was restored by removing 
the weeds and then planting with sand binding grasses, spinifex and pīngao. 
This photo shows the seaward edge of the demonstration area in 2010 before 
any dune restoration commenced. 

The second stage of the project where the back-dune zone was restored in 2011. 
This photo shows the area before the exotic weeds were sprayed and cleared 
using earthworks. Note the dense agapanthus and exotic vegetation prior to 
restoration. This is typical of dunes on many eastern Coromandel beaches and 
these weeds often limit the extent of the spinifex zone and result in weed 
invasion into this area.

Beachfront residents at Cooks Beach on the Coromandel have embraced the dune restoration concept and have now successfully transformed their 

previously weed infested dunes to a healthy, functional dune with a range of native plant species.


