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As reported in the last edition of Beachcare Magazine, a series 

of northerly storms during July and August 2008 resulted in the 

most severe dune erosion seen in 50 years at the southern end of 

Whangapoua Beach.

The affected landowners chose to undertake assisted dune recovery 

using beach scraping to restore the dune to pre-storm dimensions and 

reinstate the natural protective buffer against erosion.

Community involvement in the local Beachcare programme for 10 years 

was a key factor in the owners’ decision to work with nature instead of 

constructing a seawall. Through their experience with Beachcare they 

had seen other parts of the beach erode and recover and learnt from 

this.

Following the success of the Whangapoua beach scraping project, 

Thames-Coromandel District Council is taking a proactive approach 
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and intends lodging a comprehensive resource consent application to 

undertake beach scraping at beaches in its district that are prone to 

coastal erosion, such as Buffalo and Cooks beaches.

This will allow council to quickly repair erosion scarps that threaten 

property, with the intention of deterring property owners from taking 

the typical reactive approach of wanting to construct rock seawalls. 

Seawalls degrade natural character and visual amenity, limit public 

access along the beach and result in exacerbated coastal erosion 

including beach lowering, loss of high tide beach and end effect 

erosion.

The use of ‘soft solutions’ such as dune restoration are favoured by 

the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement and Environment Waikato’s 

policy and planning documents, over the construction of hard 

engineering structures such as rock seawalls.

Dune erosion following storms in winter 2008.

Recovery one year later on 11 December 2009; planted with
native dune binding vegetation. 

Following the beach scraping, 11 December 2008.

The reinsated dune provided protection during the storms of the 2011 summer.


