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The storms left a steep dune eroded face extending along 750 metres of the 

beach, with many houses perched precariously close to the edge. A risk 

assessment of the beach showed that the dune would repair itself naturally but 

this would take years and in the meantime peoples houses would remain in a 

dangerous situation.   

This situation is most often the 'beginning of the end' for our beaches because 

concerned property owners demand action which leads to building seawalls – 

often using tonnes of unconsolidated dumped rock. This reduces beach values,

such as safe access, recreation and natural character, for everyone. Many 

outstanding recreational beaches have been seriously devalued because of 

devalued by seawalls (such as Waihi).

However, the Whangapoua Beachcare 

group and community have operated 

a Beachcare programme for several 

years to make sure that their beach 

remains one of the most beautiful and 

well cared for beaches on the east 

coast. They wanted an answer that 

protected the houses but also worked 

with nature and maintained the beach 

they love. 

A local coastal scientist was bought 

in to advise. After extensive discussions the community opted for a very simple 

solution – reinstate the dune that used to exist before the storm!

The group obtained a resource consent and waited for the eroded sand to 

return to the beach with the calmer weather. An excavator and bulldozer then 

took on the role of the wind bringing sand from the beach to the dune – in a 

much shorter time frame.

Innovative dune rescue at Whangapoua!
In July and August last year, the southern end of Whangapoua Beach experienced some of the worst  erosion seen at the site in over 

50 years. Rather than taking the traditional approach and dumping rocks on the beach, the Beachcare group and community opted for 

an innovative and natural solution that saved the houses, the recreation and access values of their beach and money! 

Erosion at Whangapoua Beach last winter left many houses perched 

dangerously close to the edge. 

Machinery was used to, in eff ect, mimic the wind by bringing 

the sand off  the fl at part of the beach and up onto the dunes. 

The reshaped dune will be planted over Easter. 

The group plan to plant the restored dune with 

native sand binders over Easter and then leave 

it to nature. 

In the longer term, the houses at risk will be 

located further inland as they are replaced 

and the storm risks will be resolved on a more 

permanent basis. In the meantime, this 

community has found an answer that within a 

very short time frame has protected both their 

natural beach values and the property behind. 

Great work!

What did this all cost
This restoration work cost less than two per 

cent of the cost of a rigorous seawall. In fact, 

the whole job was done for less than it would 

have cost just to get resource consent for a 

rock wall and in far less time! The work was 

completed by Christmas which meant 

homeowners could relax and enjoy the beach 

without worrying about their houses. 

It’s the kind of natural solution we will see 

more of in the future as communities working 

through Beachcare and similar programmes 

increasingly come to understand how their 

beaches operate and learn to live and work 

with nature. Well done Whangapoua!!
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Whangapoua Beachcare members 

planting the restored dune.
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