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WEST COAST NEWS
HEALTHY WEST COAST ZONE CATCHMENTS FOR COMMUNITY  
AND ENVIRONMENTAL WELLBEING

October 2017

KAURI DIEBACK
Phytophthora agathidicida, the pathogen that causes kauri dieback, 
was only discovered in 2009, and formally named in 2015. There 
is no cure for kauri dieback, and the disease kills most if not all the 
kauri it infects, of all sizes and of any age. It can be spread by just a 
pinhead of infected soil, and there are no obvious signs whether a 
tree is infected or not. Even though the disease is incurable, there 

is opportunity to halt its spread and protect other trees. You can 
help minimise soil movement by fencing stock from bush areas on 
your property and carrying out pest control. Contact the biosecurity 
team on 0800 BIOSEC (0800 246 732) if you have concerns about 
kauri dieback on your property. Your actions can make a difference!

FOCUS ON THE WEST COAST’S FUTURE

WEST COAST KAURI PROTECTION

After chairing the West Coast Catchment Committee for several years, Rob Jolly has moved away from the West Coast and resigned from this 
role. Rob has been particularly committed “to ensuring ratepayers get a lot more bang for their buck” by finding funding partners to collaborate 
with and complete more work along the west coast.

His successor, former deputy chair Weo Maag, is passionate about the long term strategic direction for the west coast, and is committed to 
projects aimed at improving soil conservation, water quality and native biodiversity across the zone.

Kauri

Sampling of a large kauri stand in north western Waikato has ruled out 
a deadly disease – for now. The sampling followed an aerial survey of 
the area as part of work to limit the spread of kauri dieback disease. 

During this survey we identified a stand with an estimated 1200 kauri 
trees on Kokonga Farms Ltd, a 1200ha dry stock property situated 
between Raglan and Port Waikato. This is one of the largest kauri 
stands on private property in the Waikato region.

Following this survey, a closer inspection of this stand was 
undertaken and soil samples were collected and tested for kauri 
dieback disease, which came back negative. However, during this 
site visit it was noted that many of the existing fences were in need 
of an upgrade and that large numbers of kauri were outside the 
fenced areas. We also established that four separate QEII covenants 
were in place on the property. 

What followed was a great collaboration between Kokonga Farms, 
QEII, the Tindall Foundation and Waikato Regional Council. The four 

separate QEII blocks were significantly extended and combined into 
one, and funding was provided towards installing and upgrading 
4.3km of fencing. 

The project was completed in May this year and, combined with 
possum and deer control, will help future proof this impressive kauri  
stand for many generations to come. 

Large kauri stand



POSSUMS
Waikato Regional Council controls possums within designated priority 
possum control areas (PPCAs) to improve biodiversity, enhance catchments 
and protect production. Out of the 28 PPCAs in the Waikato region, 20 can 
be all or partially found in the west coast zone. We measure the success of 
our possum control operations with the residual trap catch (RTC) index and 
we aim for a number below five per cent in all the PPCAs.

We’re working on operations in the Karioi North and South sectors and 
North West Waikato Possum Plus – Central and South Sectors. These will 
be completed soon and will then be followed by operations in Pio Pio West, 
Nukuhakari – Awakino Sector 1, Whareorino Farmland, Pirongia North and 
West Buffer, Oparau and Ngutunui.

Possum

Archey's frog

Feral goat and dog

Priority Possum Control Area (PPCA) RTC

Aria 0%

Nukuhakari – Awakino Sector 2 2.42%

Whareorino Aerial Operation 0.76%

North West Waikato Possum Plus – North Sector 2.27% *

Pio Pio East 1.60% **

* Control in this sector was split into six sub-sectors; this result is an average. 

** The contractor split this sector into two ground control and one aerial sub-sector; this result 

is an average.

We’ve achieved some great results for control operations in five recently 
targeted PPCAs. All RTC scores have come back well below five per cent  
(see table below).

FERAL GOATS 
Feral goats can have a devastating impact in replanted soil conservation 
areas and exotic forests. They also consume the same amount of grass each 
day as sheep. That’s why Waikato Regional Council has been working with 
landowners and the Department of Conservation to do control on private and 
public land over the past four years. As a result, huge progress is being made 
to control feral goats.

We had a very successful year with 2695 feral goats killed, taking the total 
for the last four years to 7199.

One of the keys to success has been the use of highly trained dogs to locate 
and bail the goats until the hunter arrives. 

The battle for our frogs has been won at Whareorino for now, with rat numbers 
tumbling to very low numbers following a successful 1080 operation.

Rat monitoring following the aerial control programme failed to find any 
rats, with possums now at 0.76 per cent after monitoring. That’s less than 10 
possums caught in over 1000 trap nights! 

By contrast, frogs were recorded through 7.5 per cent of the rat tracking 
tunnels after the 1080 drop.

These numbers indicate the 30,000ha aerial pest control operation we 
carried out with the Department of Conservation has been a success.

Whareorino Forest, or the Herangi Ranges, is a stronghold for Archey’s and 
Hochstetter’s frogs, two native and endangered frog species. To protect 
them, we need to get rid of predators like rats and possums. 

To ensure rats stay at low numbers, Goodnature® A24 self-setting traps are 
being introduced to Whareorino Forest. This will increase the year-round  
frog protection area from 300ha to 600ha, and reduce reliance on toxins to 
protect frogs. 

We’d like to thank all landowners involved, especially those in the 
Nukuhakari – Awakino Sector 2 Farmland PPCA. They received council-
funded ground control for the first time and the control operation reduced 
possum numbers from a whopping 27.5 per cent to very respectable 2.42 
per cent RTC. A fantastic result.

KEEPING OUR PESTS UNDER CONTROL

BATTLE FOR OUR FROGS
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MYRTLE RUST
MYRTLE RUST IS A FUNGUS THAT CAN HAVE SERIOUS 
EFFECTS ON A NUMBER OF NEW ZEALAND’S NATIVE 
TREES, INCLUDING PŌHUTUKAWA, MĀNUKA, RATA 
AND PRODUCTION TREES SUCH AS EUCALYPTUS. 
IT HAS RECENTLY BEEN FOUND IN TE KŪITI AND 
ŌTOROHANGA, AND IT HAS LIKELY ARRIVED IN THAT 
AREA ON THE WIND.
“With so many treasured myrtle species in our region it’s really worrying to 
have this disease confirmed, so we’ve offered for our biosecurity officers 
to work closely with MPI to help as directed,” Patrick Whaley, the regional 
council’s integrated catchment services manager said.

He said myrtle rust symptoms will have been dormant over winter. “So with 

the arrival of spring it’s the right time for our communities to be on the 
lookout again for myrtle rust, as its symptoms will be more obvious.

“It’s also important that anyone who planted myrtle species in autumn and 
winter starts checking them for signs of myrtle rust as the weather warms 
up,” he said.

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and the Department of 
Conservation (DOC) are working to try to contain it and protect New 
Zealand’s unique native species.

Please keep a look out for myrtle rust’s distinctive signs, do not 
touch or try to collect samples, but instead call MPI’s hotline on  
0800 80 99 66. If you have come into contact with it, prevent it 
spreading by washing clothing and equipment.

ALLIGATOR WEED 
RAPIDLY FORMS DENSE MATS OVER WATER AND 
MARGINS. A SERIOUS THREAT TO WEST COAST 
HARBOURS, COASTAL WETLANDS AND AGRICULTURE.

Myrtle rust 

Alligator weedAlligator weed flower close up

If you see this weed, do not cut or treat it.  
Call 0800 BIOSEC (0800 246 732) to report it to your 
local biosecurity pest plant officer. 



For more information call Waikato Regional Council 
on 0800 800 401 or visit waikatoregion.govt.nz.
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HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

STRONG ECONOMY

VIBRANT COMMUNIT IES

HE TAIAO MAURIORA

HE ŌHANGA PAKARI

HE HAPORI HIHIRI

NAME ROLE PHONE EMAIL

Jolene Francis Zone Manager 07 859 2765 jolene.francis@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Adrian Jepson Catchment Management Officer 07 859 0589 adrian.jepson@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Callum Bourke Catchment Management Officer 07 859 0830 callum.bourke@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Lyndon Stokes River Management Officer 07 859 0936 lyndon.stokes@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Beachcare at Kāwhia

WHO TO CONTACT
If you have any questions about the projects or want to find out how we can help you, please contact Jolene, Adrian, Callum or Lyndon via email, on  
0800 800 401 or one of their direct dial numbers.

PREVENTING HILL COUNTRY EROSION TOGETHER 
A GOVERNMENT FUNDING BOOST FOR SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORKS HAS SEEN PEOPLE SEIZE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO WORK TO COMBAT HILL 
COUNTRY EROSION.
The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) allocated $630,000 of the Hill 
Country Erosion Fund over a four year period to support soil conservation 
works in three catchments – Awakino, Mangaotaki and Lower Mokau. It 
means farmers in these catchments can get funding of up to 70 per cent for 
the cost of soil conservation works on their land (35 per cent from MPI and 
35 per cent from Waikato Regional Council).

There has been an extremely positive response from the local community and 
many people have seized this opportunity to do some work on their land. So far: 

• 14 farm environment plans have been completed

• 196ha of land and 24km of streambanks have been permanently retired 

from grazing

• 2143 poplar/willow poles have been planted to support erosion control, 

over an area of more than 262ha

• 2460 native plants have been planted.

Take a look at the photo to understand the importance of this work. This shot 
was taken at the outlets of Awakino and Mokau rivers on the west coast after 
heavy rainfall, and clearly shows a massive sediment plume. By preventing 
hill country erosion, we can reduce the amount of sediment that ends up in 
our waterways and coastal areas.

Sediment plume at Awakino and Mokau River outlets

FUNDING AVAILABLE
ON-FARM PROJECTS
We contribute up to 35 per cent for on farm projects throughout the 
west coast zone. Call Adrian or Callum to find out more.

HILL COUNTRY SOIL CONSERVATION 
Up to 70 per cent funding is available for soil conservation works in 
Awakino, Mangaotaki and Lower Mokau catchments. Call Adrian to 
find out more.

FREE FARM PLANS 
Waikato Regional Council offers farmers in the three Hill Country Erosion 
Fund catchments (Awakino, Mangaotaki and Lower Mokau) a free farm 
plan. Call Adrian for more info.

RIVER MANAGEMENT WORKS
In addition to clearing unexpected river blockages that cause serious 
flooding in the west coast, we have a river management works programme 
in place, with landowners receiving up to 50 per cent funding. Call Lyndon 
for more info.

PLANTINGS TO PROTECT WEST 
COAST BEACHES
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OUR BEACHCARE MAGAZINE, 
COMING OUT LATER THIS YEAR.
There will be plenty of stories on all the great work local community groups 
have been involved in along west coast beaches. Thanks to the hard work of 
many volunteers nearly 10,000 plants made it into the ground during west 
coast planting days in 2016. 


