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Chair’s welcome
Greetings.

It is a privilege and pleasure to have the opportunity to chair the 
Policy and Strategy Committee for the next three years. I also 
welcome working with Councillor Pat Gregory as my deputy. It 
looks set to be a very busy and important three years.

Water allocation through the proposed variation 6 to the Waikato 
Regional Plan will be one of the most important issues under focus 
over the next six months. There is no doubt that water is a precious 
resource and essential for economic, social, environmental and 
cultural well-being. Hearings begin this month and extend over the 
summer.

Water is easy to see and therefore understand. We notice the 
amount and quality of water. Air, however is a different story. 
No matter how essential it is to our lives, we tend to be less aware 
about air quality issues – unless we can smell or see air emissions. 

However, with national environmental standards for air hot on our 
heels, and the evidence of degraded air pockets in our region, 
Environment Waikato will need to have sound policy to deal with 
this. We need to ensure that air is not harmful to the health of 
people and protect the interests of industries that have emissions 
to air.

Meanwhile, in a fast growing region we will continue to deal with 
the pressures of increasing resource use and population settlement 
on the environment. This is evident in coastal areas and in and 
around the cities.

Projects such as Coromandel Blueprint, regional growth forums 
and regional energy strategies will be important. We must allow 
the region to have a vibrant economy and be a great place to live 
into the future. However, managing the costs to communities and 
the environment must be factored into any future-proof plans and 
policies.

All of this means a lot of conversation and collaboration with all 
key stakeholders to create truly robust policy that meets our needs 
into the future.

I would like to think that together we can aspire to produce further 
useful and award winning strategies, such as the Regional Land 
Transport Strategy, over the years to come. 

Please feel free to contact me with your comments or concerns.

Cr Paula Southgate
Chair, Policy and Strategy Committee

Group Manager’s comments
Firstly I would like to welcome our new Policy and Strategy 
Committee Chairman, Paula Southgate and Deputy Chairman, 
Pat Gregory. 

This newsletter also gives me a chance to note some significant 
achievements by Environment Waikato’s Policy and Strategy group 
over the last 8-10 months. The work led by our team is at the 
cutting edge of local authority policy work in a number of areas. 
Here are just a few highlights of our achievements.

• Our Regional Land Transport Strategy 2006-2016 received a 
 merit award from the New Zealand Planning Institute.
• The Waikato Regional Plan, started in 1998, is now operative.
• Our review of the management regime for geothermal 
 resources, via a change to our Regional Policy Statement (RPS) 
 and a variation to our Waikato Regional Plan (WRP), is now 
 beyond challenge. It is widely recognised as providing a 
 model for striking the balance between the need for 
 renewable energy generation and the need to protect a 
 significant natural and physical resource for future 
 generations.
• The policy work behind Variation 5 – Lake Taupo Catchment 
 and Variation 6 – Water Allocation represents some of the 
 most novel and innovative resource management policy work 
 undertaken in New Zealand in the past few years.
• Our work with the community outcomes process for the 
 Long-Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP), Thames-
 Coromandel District Council (for coastal erosion and hazard 
 management and the Blueprint project) and Otorohanga, 
 Waitomo and Waikato district councils (Shore Futures) shows 
 that regional and territorial authorities can work together 
 effectively to help our communities achieve their aspirations.

None of these projects could have been successful without your 
input as project partners, submitters, workshop attendees and 
appellants. Together we have reason to be proud of what we are 
achieving here in the Waikato.

The next three to five years hold some new and exciting 
challenges. We look forward to continuing to work with you as we 
complete the projects identified above, begin their implementation,
and embark on new projects, culminating in the 2009-2019 
LTCCP and the second generation Regional Policy Statement due 
to be proposed in 2010.  

In the meantime, allow me to express my thanks to you for your 
participation in our processes, and extend my invitation to you to 
continue to make your contributions to the debates we are having.

Best wishes,
Robert Brodnax
Group Manager, Policy and Strategy
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Community planning and partnership programmes
2006-2016 Long-Term 
Council Community Plan
Under the Local Government Act 
2002, each local authority must 
prepare a LTCCP that covers at least 
10 years and identifies desired 
community outcomes – the things the 
community considers to be important 
for its well-being. The LTCCP describes 
the council’s intended contribution to 

those outcomes (the activities the local authority will engage 
in) over the life of the plan, and how those activities will be 
funded. The LTCCP is reviewed and prepared every three 
years. 

The 2006-2016 LTCCP was adopted by the council on 
29 June 2006. 

2007/08 Annual Plan
Council adopts an annual plan each 
year that sets out the budget and 
sources of funding for the year. The 
2007/08 Annual Plan is year two of 
our 2006-2016 LTCCP.  During the 
2007/08 Annual Plan process, two 
amendments to the 2006-2016 LTCCP 
were proposed and adopted. 
These are: 

• a new biosecurity rate 
• a definition of separately used or inhabited part of a 
 rating unit.

The Draft Annual Plan was released in late March of this 
year and submissions closed on 2 May. The council heard 
and considered submissions in May and June. The final 
2007/08 Annual Plan was adopted on 28 June 2007, 
at which time the rates for 2007/08 were also set.

2006/07 Annual Report
Environment Waikato’s Annual Report
2006/07 is our statement to the 
community about our finances and the 
progress we have made over the year 
toward the outcomes identified in our 
LTCCP current to 30 June 2007. 
It was adopted on 10 October 2007.  

Our LTCCP, Annual Plan and Annual 
Report are available online at www.ew.govt.nz/policy, or 
can be requested in hard copy by phoning 0800 800 401.

For more information, please contact Anthea Graham.
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Choosing Futures Waikato – regional 
community outcomes 
The Local Government Act 2002 requires all local 
authorities to work with their communities to identify how 
they want their community to be, and to work with 
community groups and organisations to work towards 
achieving these goals. In the Waikato region, local 
authorities and government agencies are working together 
through Choosing Futures Waikato to pursue the outcomes 
identified by our communities. 

It’s all about discovering what’s important for the social, 
cultural, economic and environmental well-being of 
ourselves and future generations of the communities we live 
in. Councils are also charged with reporting back to the 
community on the progress made towards achieving these 
desired outcomes.

For more information, please visit www.choosingfutures.co.nz 
or contact Roxane Miller.

Integrated coastal plans – west coast of the 
Waikato region
Environment Waikato, Otorohanga, Waikato and Waitomo 
district councils, and the Department of Conservation are 
working together on an integrated (land and harbour) 
catchment planning project for the Kawhia and Aotea 
catchments. 

Two public open days were held in Kawhia and Te Waitere 
in February and March of this year, followed by nine 
workshops held in various locations around the catchments 
and in Hamilton. Overall these were well attended, with 
approximately 140-150 attending the two open days and 
over 100 at the workshops. The workshops focused on the 
issues of water quality, landscape and natural character, 
and subdivision and development.

The agencies have also been working with tangata whenua 
of the area to ensure that important values and concerns 
are recognised and understood. This phase of the project is 
ongoing. A report summarising the consultation undertaken 
has been prepared and is currently being finalised.  

From a list of 40 community candidates, a group has been 
selected to work with the agencies as the Shore Futures 
report is drafted. Work has begun on drafting the report 
with the aim of have this prepared for community 
consultation in early 2008.

For more information, please visit www.ew.govt.nz/shorefutures 

or contact Jenni Paul or Natasha Hayward.

An engaged community
A healthy environment

Annual Report
2006/07

Environment Waikato

Annual Plan
2007/08

2006-2016 Long-Term Council 
Community Plan amendments

An engaged community 
A healthy environment

An engaged community 
A healthy environment

Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-2016Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-2016

Delivering A Sustainable FutureDelivering A Sustainable Future
Incorporating the 2006/2007 Annual PlanIncorporating the 2006/2007 Annual Plan
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Resource management plans and initiatives
Regional Policy Statement (RPS)
Environment Waikato is looking at work programmes for 
the next 10 years as part of the LTCCP process. The work 
programmes recognise that there have been three recent 
amendments to the Resource Management Act (RMA) which 
provide further clarification of regional council functions, 
and put greater emphasis on the role of the RPS. Detailed 
project planning for the RPS review will continue in this 
financial year, with a second generation RPS proposed in 
2010.   

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.

Policy effectiveness reporting
As part of the review of the RPS, Environment Waikato 
recently ran a series of internal staff workshops to discuss 
the extent to which the RPS objectives are being achieved, 
and the extent to which the current provisions are still 
relevant to the region. Based on these workshops, a report 
has been produced which will be used as a basis for further 
discussion about the second generation RPS.

The first detailed policy effectiveness report has been 
completed, which assesses the effectiveness of our policies 
and plans as required by s35 of the RMA. This report 
assesses the extent to which Environment Waikato is 
achieving its biodiversity and natural heritage objectives. 
During the current financial year, policy effectiveness reports 
will be produced for energy, infrastructure and natural 
hazards.

To view the report on biodiversity and natural heritage, 
visit www.ew.govt.nz/policy. For more information, 
please contact Urlwyn Trebilco.

Climate change
There are a number of activities relating to climate change 
that require policy direction and input. To help mitigate our 
effects on the climate, Environment Waikato has completed 
a corporate energy plan to reduce the use of fossil fuels and 
is investigating the use of tree planting for capturing and 
storing carbon, known as bio-sequestration. 

We recognise the international dimension of the climate 
change issue and continue to work closely with Ministry for
the Environment and Local Government New Zealand to
bring a regional council perspective to national policy 
responses. Over the past three months we have coordinated 
the preparation of five submissions to central government 
on energy and climate change. In February 2007, 
Environment Waikato joined the International Council for 
Local Environmental Initiatives Communities for Climate 
Protection programme, which will assist to identify ways to 
mitigate our effect on the climate, as an organisation and 
collectively in the region. 

We recognise that our climate has changed over the last 
100 years, and that this is predicted to continue and 
become more variable in the future. We will continue our 
work on understanding the effects of climate change on 
natural hazards, water allocation, sea level rise, biological 
diversity and biosecurity.   

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.
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Policy promotion
The policy promotion team continues to respond to district 
plan changes and reviews, and to applications for district 
council consent. During this financial year, we intend to 
produce a document to provide guidance on what the RPS 
says should be addressed in district plans. The document 
will summarise the policies and methods in the RPS that will 
identify:
• specific roles for territorial authorities in managing 
 particular resource management issues
• matters which Environment Waikato is to advocate, or 
 encourage territorial authorities about.

For more information, please contact Urlwyn Trebilco.

Forum for Integrated Resource Management 
(FIRM)
The first of a new series of FIRM meetings was held on 
30 October 2007. The primary topic was landscape 
management. We heard excellent presentations from 
landscape consultant Stephen Brown, solicitor Andrea 
Twaddle from Harkness Henry, and from Taupo, 
Thames-Coromandel and Waipa district councils. 
Good discussion was generated – these meetings are great 
opportunities for council planners to get together to discuss 
issues of mutual interest. We are planning to base this series 
of FIRM meetings on RPS subjects over the next two years. 
This will be one way in which council planners can discuss 
what should be in the second generation RPS.

For more information, please contact Urlwyn Trebilco. 

Renewable energy and energy efficiency  
The Regional Energy Forum held its second meeting in 
November and launched a Draft Regional Energy Strategy 
working document. A stakeholder advisory group is being 
established to develop the draft into a non-statutory 
strategy that will support projects for energy efficiency, and 
the development of policy that affects energy resources in 
the Waikato region. 

The strategy builds upon the directions in the recently 
released NZ Energy Strategy and the NZ Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Strategy and relates these to the unique 
range of resources and uses of energy in the region. The 
draft strategy recognises that the Waikato region is 
New Zealand’s premier electricity province, with almost 40 
per cent of installed generation capacity, and the capability 
to generate 50 per cent of the country’s electricity when 
required.  A further forum will be held in mid-2008 where 
the revised strategy will be presented to stakeholders.

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.

Geothermal project
The geothermal policy review is in its final stages. 
The replacement geothermal chapter for the RPS will be 
made operative, and distributed to policy statement holders
in December 2007. The geothermal section of the WRP is 
awaiting final sign off from the Environment Court. 
One rule in the variation has also been appealed to the 
High Court – relating to the activity status of discharges of 
geothermal water to surface waters in development systems. 
Once these matters are resolved the variation will be made 
operative and incorporated into the operative WRP.

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.
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Water allocation  
On 20 October 2006, the Proposed Waikato Regional Plan 
Variation 6 – Water Allocation, was publicly notified. Some 
key policy changes in the variation include priority 
allocation of water for municipal and domestic use and for 
the generation of renewable energy. There are increased 
controls on the way in which water is used, but significantly 
increased flexibility in the ability to transfer and trade 
water-take permits.

The three volume staff report on submissions has recently 
been completed and sent to all submitters. The hearing 
commenced on 4 December 2007 with at least 28 days of 
hearings expected.

Relevant documents and summary of submissions are 
available at Environment Waikato’s Hamilton office, or by 
visiting www.ew.govt.nz/policy.

For more information, please contact David Speirs.

Sustainable Development Strategy (SDS)  
Environment Waikato is currently scoping a SDS for the 
Waikato region. The SDS is to manage and/or influence 
regional development in a way that helps us achieve a 
sustainable regional environment over the long-term. 
The strategy will focus on sustainability with respect to 
natural and physical resources, although some of the 
matters the SDS deals with will overlap with social and 
economic sustainability issues. 

The main elements of the SDS are likely to be:
• a vision of the long-term (50-year) future for the 
 Waikato region
• guiding principles on how to achieve the vision
• a description of the likely future land use pattern of the 
 region based on business as usual assumptions
• identification of environmental constraints and 
 opportunities related to regional development
• identification of a strategy to encourage future 
 development which minimises conflicts with constraints 
 and which can make use of opportunities.

For more information, please contact Urlwyn Trebilco.

Waikato Regional Plan (WRP)  
The WRP was made operative in September 2007, 
nine years after it was notified. A number of changes and 
variations are in circulation at the moment. The most 
significant relate to Lake Taupo water quality and allocation, 
both discussed elsewhere in this newsletter.

For more information, please contact Bruce McAuliffe.

Variation 7  
Variation 7 to the proposed Waikato Regional Plan 
(incorporating minor changes and changes to geothermal 
maps) and Plan Change 1 to the Waikato Regional Coastal 
Plan (incorporating minor changes and a new rule for 
monitoring and sampling structures) was notified in June 
2007. The matters included in the variation/plan change 
are intended to improve the workability of both the regional 
and coastal plan. Submissions have closed and a summary 
of submissions is now being prepared.

For more information, please contact Nicola Rye.

Proposed Plan Change 1: Minor changes  
Proposed Plan Change 1 to the Regional Coastal Plan (RCP) 
was notified in June 2007. Submissions closed on 27 July 
and a summary of submissions and call for further 
submissions will be advertised in the near future.  

This proposed plan change seeks to make minor changes 
believed necessary to improve the workability of the RCP, to 
provide for the installation of temporary structures for 
monitoring and research as a permitted activity, and to 
provide for associated vehicle use in relation to relevant 
existing permitted and controlled activities. 

For more information, please contact Jenni Paul.

PM10 air quality 
Staff are working to identify the most efficient and effective
strategy to ensure that all townships within the Waikato 
region comply with the PM10 requirements in the National 
Environmental Standards on Air Quality (NESAQ) by 2013. 
Given that the main contributor of PM10 in the Waikato 
region is home heating, the primary focus of the strategy is 
to reduce emissions from this sector. Recommendations on 
the most appropriate mix of regulation, public education 
and financial and other incentives to achieve the NESAQ 
will be presented to council in April/May 2008. 

For more information, please contact Megan Collins.
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Experimental aquaculture plan change
The current policy framework for aquaculture in the Waikato 
region (see marine farming variation above) was initially 
developed in 1999 and only provides for shellfish farming. 

Environment Waikato is considering a plan change to 
allow new types of aquaculture within existing marine 
farms. Consultation began in early 2007 but was delayed 
pending the release of a Ministry of Fisheries report into the 
ecological effects of fish farming. This report is now 
available on the government’s aquaculture website 
www.aquaculture.govt.nz/finfish_report.php. Consultation 
will continue and will include a working group process to 
identify the issues of concern and how those could be 
managed.

While no details of the plan change have been developed 
at this time, it is envisaged that it would allow trials of a new 
species on a short-term basis, with intensive monitoring to 
establish the environmental sustainability of the operation. 
If the trial can prove the environmental sustainability of that 
type of farming then it could be expanded to a full scale 
and longer duration commercial operation.

Note: This plan change will not create any new aquaculture 
management areas.

For more information, or if you’d like to be involved in the 

discussions, please contact Graeme Silver.

Marine Farming Variation and Wilson Bay 
Marine Farming Zone  
The Marine Farming Variation became operative (in part) 
on 26 January 2007. This has established a policy 
framework for aquaculture in the region, centred on the 
objective of the efficient and sustainable development of the 
industry, which avoids adverse effects on the coastal 
environment as far as practicable.

Part of the Wilson Bay Marine Farming Zone (Area B) must 
complete the interim Aquaculture Management Area (AMA) 
process under the Aquaculture Reforms Act 2004 before it 
can be developed. This requires the approval of the Minister 
of Conservation, an assessment of undue adverse effects by 
the Ministry of Fisheries, and the allocation of 20 per cent 
of the area to the Takutai Trust (administered by Te Ohu 
Kaimoana) for allocation to Maori.

For more information, please contact Graeme Silver.
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Coromandel Peninsula Blueprint project 
This is a joint project between Environment Waikato, 
Thames-Coromandel District Council, Department of 
Conservation and Hauraki iwi, to identify what and where 
appropriate use, development and protection of the 
Coromandel Peninsula’s natural and physical resources 
should be, both on land and on the sea. 

The Thames-Coromandel district has had a sustained 
period of relatively high growth, which under current 
projections, and land use policy, looks set to increase at a 
significantly higher rate than the national average. 
The issue of defining what is ‘appropriate growth’ and 
determining where it should occur, is a key strategic issue 
for the Thames-Coromandel District Council. Environment 
Waikato is looking to assist the district council to implement 
national and regional policy objectives through land use 
planning, as well as to integrate Environment Waikato’s 
planning for the coastal marine area with land use. 
The project is a mechanism for this discussion and 
planning to occur, and the blueprint is intended to guide 
local structure plans and statutory processes such as district 
and regional plan reviews, to maximise consistency and 
integration.

Information on current use and development has been 
gathered and draft profiles on the Thames-Coromandel 
district’s demographics, economy, housing, infrastructure, 
recreation and open space, biodiversity and historic 
heritage have been completed. A political steering group 
made up of district and regional councillors, members of 
the Conservation Board and Hauraki iwi representatives has 
been formed. The next stage will be to develop district wide 
development scenarios to discuss with communities, tangata 
whenua and other stakeholders.

For more information, please contact Peter Singleton.

Coastal occupation charges – deadline for a 
plan change
Coastal occupation charges are a rental for the private use 
of public space in the coastal marine area. They replaced 
the older coastal rental regime that was not implemented 
and the foreshore and seabed licences levied under the 
Harbour Act. Environment Waikato has resolved that coastal 
occupation charges are appropriate and should be levied 
on private occupation of public space, but council 
considers the current system of occupation charges to be 
unclear and subject to interpretation, and therefore should 
not be implemented as this would expose council to lengthy 
and expensive court processes. 

However, the RMA contains a deadline for regional councils 
to address coastal occupation charges by amending their 
regional coastal plans. Failure to do so results in council 
being unable to make any changes to the RCP, unless they 
first address coastal occupation charges. That deadline has 
passed, and as a result, council is preparing a plan change 
to the RCP to state that while we consider coastal 
occupation charges to be appropriate, we will not levy them 
at this time. This plan change will be notified in conjunction 
with the next change to the RCP.

For more information, please contact Graeme Silver.
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Strategy and bylaw reviews
Navigation Safety 
Bylaw 
The Waikato Regional 
Council Navigation Safety 
Bylaw was reviewed in 
2006 and is available on 
our website 
www.ew.govt.nz/policy.

The bylaw is aimed at facilitating safe use of the harbours, 
rivers, lakes and coastal waters of the Waikato region. 
The bylaw covers such matters as lifejackets, speed 
restrictions, navigation lights and reporting collisions. 
Site specific schedules apply in certain areas.

For more information, please contact Shelley Monrad.

Upper Karapiro policy review
Environment Waikato is investigating impacts of current and 
potential land uses on environmental, economic and social 
factorsin the upper section of the Waikato River. When the 
impact analysis is complete, we will determine what issues 
will need to be addressed through a policy review, and what 
tools will be used to manage land uses in the catchment in 
future. Environment Waikato will be talking with land 
owners, industry and sector leaders, tangata whenua and 
communities in the catchment to get a range of views. 
This process started after the local government elections 
and will continue through 2008.

For more information, please contact Chris McLay.

Navigation Safety Bylaw
W a i k a t o  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l

Protecting Lake Taupo  
The Hearing Committee made its decisions on Variation 5 
– Lake Taupo Catchment in March 2007. The variation sets 
a water quality objective for the lake and makes changes to 
land use controls to manage nutrients entering Lake Taupo 
from urban and rural sources. Higher standards for 
domestic wastewater treatment and disposal near the lake 
and limits on nitrogen leaching from all land in the 
catchment are proposed. For the first time in the Waikato 
region, farmers will be required to obtain resource consents 
to cap the amount of nitrogen leaching from their farming 
activities.  Policies and methods in the variation also refer to 
the Lake Taupo Protection Trust, a council controlled 
organisation set up to assist in achieving the water quality 
objective.

An Environment Court hearing of appeals is scheduled for 
April 2008. Environment Waikato is currently negotiating 
with parties and a number of proposed settlements have 
been filed with the Court or are circulating between parties.

For more information, please contact Justine Young.
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The philosophy and principles underlying the strategy will 
help guide both regional and local policy development 
– particularly district plans and the second generation RPS.

To date, the draft strategy has been distributed to key 
stakeholders including territorial authorities, regional 
councils, emergency managers, infrastructure providers, 
river liaison subcommittees and central government 
stakeholders. Informal communication and consultation has 
focused on individual territorial authorities, river managers 
and river liaison subcommittees. 

Formal consultation on the strategy will take place from 
February to April 2008, with the final day for submissions 
on 30 April 2008. The draft strategy is available online at 
www.ew.govt.nz/regionalservices/rivercatchment/index.htm. 

For more information, please contact Brendan Morris. 

Operative Waikato 
Regional Land Transport
Strategy 2006-2016 (RLTS)
The RLTS became operative on 29 
November 2006. The RLTS sets a 
direction to move the Waikato region 
away from a traditional road based 
transport system to a multi-modal 
integrated transport system based 
upon a set of priorities, decision 
making and focused investment on 
strategic goals. 

Each year Environment Waikato is required to prepare 
an Annual Report on the progress made in implementing 
the strategy. The 2006/07 Annual Report on the RLTS was 
adopted by council on 10 October 2007.

Hard copies of the RLTS and 2006/07 Annual Report on the 
RLTS are available on request, or can be viewed online at 
www.ew.govt.nz/policy.

For more information, please contact Bill McMaster or Vincent Kuo.

Regional Land Transport 
Strategy for the Waikato region 2006-2016

Regional biosecurity strategy being finalised
Environment Waikato’s Regional Pest Management Strategy 
(RPMS) guides how we deal with pest plants and animals 
in the Waikato region. The strategy is required under the 
Biosecurity Act and must be reviewed every five years. 
The revised RPMS was adopted in June 2007. At the same 
time, the 2007/08 Annual Plan included a new region wide 
rating mechanism based on capital value to fund 
biosecurity and pest control work.

The revised Regional Pest Management Strategy is designed 
to:
• ensure that the potential threats posed by animal and 
 pest plants are managed appropriately
• maintain the investment made in possum control that 
 has been undertaken by the Animal Health Board 
 – these operations are now declining as bovine Tb is 
 progressively eradicated
• protect native biodiversity and undertake more pest 
 control in priority river catchments where water quality, 
 erosion and flooding can all be enhanced by improving 
 the condition of the vegetation cover.

The Tokoroa Pig Hunting Club has challenged the RPMS 
in the Environment Court because the strategy allows pigs 
and deer to be controlled if they are endangering high 
value conservation areas. The existing 2002-2007 RPMS 
remains in effect until this legal challenge is resolved.

For more information, please contact Kevin Collins.

River Flood Risk Management Strategy
Feedback is now being sought on the draft River Flood Risk 
Management Strategy after its release in July. The draft 
strategy seeks to develop a regional framework for flood 
risk management and provide guidance on how river 
systems and flood risks will be managed into the future. 

The draft strategy has been developed due to the growing 
importance of flood hazard risks within the region, the 
central government review following recent flood events and 
the current trend of increasing levels of risk. 

The fundamental philosophy and outcomes of the strategy 
are to develop a management approach that recognises 
and allows for rivers as natural systems, and puts in place a 
risk management framework that reduces river flood hazard 
risks over time. The strategy picks up on national directions 
and draws together all aspects of flood risk management 
work at national, regional and local levels.
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• Regional Travel Demand Management Strategy.
• Regional Rail Strategy.
• Inter-regional Transportation Study.

For further information on these strategies/studies or any other 
regional transport matters, please contact Vincent Kuo or 
Bill McMaster.

Harbour Risk Management Plan (HRMP)
The HRMP is a mechanism initiated by Maritime New 
Zealand (MNZ) to allow MNZ to consult, comment on and 
approve risk assessments and safety management systems 
in compliance with Section 1.4.1 of the New Zealand Port 
and Harbour Marine Safety Code. The HRMP must employ 
risk assessment principles and methodologies equivalent to 
that set out in the Guidelines for Port and Harbour Risk 
Assessment and Safety Management Systems – safety 
management systems such as bar crossing procedures, 
maintenance of navigation aids, and accident and incident 
reporting.

The aim of Environment Waikato’s HRMP is to promote 
good practice in the conduct of safe marine operations in 
ports and harbours throughout the Waikato region. 
The HRMP provides a framework for the management and 
coordination of marine activities necessary for the effective 
facilitation of navigational safety. 

Interim approval was given for the use and actioning of 
Environment Waikato’s HRMP and more recently the HRMP 
was audited with final approval and certification being 
given by MNZ.

For more information, please contact Shelley Monrad.

Waikato Regional 
Passenger Transport Plan 
(PTP)
A review of the PTP was undertaken in 
2007 as required under the Transport 
Services Licensing Act 1989. 
Environment Waikato received 117 
submissions on the draft plan with 37 
of those submitters presenting their 
submission in person to the Hearings 
Committee. The plan was adopted by 
council on 10 October 2007. 

The review of the PTP has incorporated the outcomes of a 
full passenger transport network review. The 
recommendations of the network review and the updated 
PTP will enable Environment Waikato and the region’s 
district and city councils to plan, prioritise resources and 
make appropriate provision in budgets for passenger 
transport. 

Hard copies of the PTP are available on request, or can be 
viewed online at www.ew.govt.nz/policy.

For more information, please contact Bill McMaster or 
Russell Turnbull.

Regional transport strategies/studies 
Environment Waikato will be undertaking the following 
regional transport strategies/studies in 2007/08.

• Regional Road Safety Strategy.
• Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy.

Regional Passenger 
Transport Plan
for the Waikato region 2007-2010
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Bruce McAuliffe Water allocation, Waikato Regional Plan bruce.mcauliffe@ew.govt.nz

Catherine Robinson Project Assistant, strategic development catherine.robinson@ew.govt.nz

Daniel Houppermans Corporate planning daniel.houppermans@ew.govt.nz

David Speirs Water allocation david.speirs@ew.govt.nz

Erica Holtsbaum Strategic development erica.holtsbaum@ew.govt.nz 

Erin Wilson Environmental planning erin.wilson@ew.govt.nz 

Graeme Silver Coastal graeme.silver@ew.govt.nz

Jenni Paul Coastal jenni.paul@ew.govt.nz

Justine Young Protecting Lake Taupo justine.young@ew.govt.nz

Katie Mayes Environmental planning, Waikato-Tainui 
river claim

katie.mayes@ew.govt.nz

Kevin Collins Regional pest management strategy kevin.collins@ew.govt.nz

Maelene Brake Group Administrator/Project Assistant maelene.brake@ew.govt.nz

Madeleine Alderton 
(currently on maternity leave)

Transport madeleine.alderton@ew.govt.nz

Megan Collins Policy promotion megan.collins@ew.govt.nz

Michael Butler Policy promotion michael.butler@ew.govt.nz

Natasha Haywood Policy promotion natasha.haywood@ew.got.nz

Nicola Rye Statutory processes nicola.rye@ew.govt.nz

Ondine Godtschalk Regional Policy Statement review ondine.godtschalk@ew.govt.nz 

Peter Singleton Coastal peter.singleton@ew.govt.nz 

Shelley Monrad Navigation safety shelley.monrad@ew.govt.nz

Urlwyn Trebilco Policy  promotion, policy effectiveness, 
Sustainable Development Strategy 

urlwyn.trebilco@ew.govt.nz

Ursula Lehr Coastal ursula.lehr@ew.govt.nz 

Vincent Kuo Transport vincent.kuo@ew.govt.nz

Environment Waikato policy team
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For more information 

For more information on the issues outlined in this update, please visit our website 
www.ew.govt.nz or call Environment Waikato’s Freephone 0800 800 401. #1292-05/07

Where our documents are in the statutory process

Document Status – December 2007

2006-2016 Long-Term Council Community Plan 
(LTCCP): Delivering a Sustainable Future

Adopted by the council on 29 June 2006.

2007/08 Annual Plan The 2007/08 Annual Plan is year two of our LTCCP. The Annual Plan 
was released as a draft in late March, and submissions closed on 2 
May. The council heard and considered submissions in May/June. The 
final 2007/08 Annual Plan was adopted on 28 June and the rates for 
2007/08 were set.

Regional Policy Statement Operative.

Geothermal Change No. 1 All outstanding appeals resolved. Work towards making the document 
operative is underway.  

Regional Coastal Plan Operative.

Marine Farming Variation Operative in part.

Marinas Variation Ministerial approved in part. One outstanding appeal.

Waikato Regional Plan Operative 28 September 2007.  

Variation No. 2 – Geothermal An appeal has been made to the High Court on decisions released by 
the Environment Court in late 2006. All other appeals resolved.

Variation No. 4 – Minor Variations and Peat Lakes Incorporated into Proposed WRP, September 2005.

Variation No. 5 – Lake Taupo Catchment Decisions released 24 March 2007.

Variation No. 6 – Water Allocation Notified 20 October 2006.  Staff report on submissions circulated. 
Hearings commenced 4 December 2007.

Dangerous Dams Policy Adopted by council, December 2006.

Navigation Safety Bylaw The bylaw came into effect on 1 July 2006.

Regional Land Transport Strategy Operative. Adopted by council, November 2006.

Regional Passenger Transport Plan Operative. Adopted by Council, 10 October 2007.

Regional Road Safety Plan Operative.

Regional Pest Management Strategy Adopted in June. Challenged in the Environment Court. Existing RPMS 
remains in effect.

An engaged communityA healthy environment

Annual Report2006/07

Environment Waikato

Annual Plan
2007/082006-2016 Long-Term Council 

Community Plan amendments

An engaged community A healthy environment An engaged community 

A healthy environment

Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-2016

Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-2016

Delivering A Sustainable Future

Delivering A Sustainable Future

Incorporating the 2006/2007 Annual Plan

Incorporating the 2006/2007 Annual Plan

Regional Land Transport 

Strategy for the Waikato region 2006-2016

Navigation Safety Bylaw
W a i k a t o  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l


