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Your vote is your voice, so speak up for your city, your district, your region. That’s the message being 
promoted by Waikato University students Kate Lunn and Laura Tynan who are part of a civic-minded 
group running a campaign urging people aged 18-29 to vote in this year’s local body elections.

VOTING pApERS fOR WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL, ThE CITY ANd dISTRICT COUNCILS ANd ThE  
WAIKATO dISTRICT hEALTh BOARd WILL START LANdING IN LETTERBOxES 20-25 SEpTEmBER.  
TURN TO pAGE 5 fOR mORE INfORmATION.

C’mon Waikato people! 
Vote for the region you love.
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Seat yourself right, buckle in tight. That’s 
one of Ruben the Road Safety Bear’s key 
safety messages for children when he attends 
Waikato’s preschools and schools.

It is especially important with new laws coming 
into effect from 1 November, which require all 
children to be correctly secured in an approved 
child restraint until at least age seven.

Ruben is part of Waikato Regional Council’s 
young road user safety programme, supported 
by NZ Police and the NZ Transport Agency, and 
teaches children aged up to about seven years 
old about road safety. 

The council’s transport projects administrator 
Jenny Davis encourages parents to actively 
support road safety messages.

“By role modelling safe road behaviour when 
out and about with your children, you can help 
to keep them safe,” Ms Davis said.

“Never sacrifice safety for convenience. No 
matter how short the trip, make sure your 
children are buckled in tight every time you get 
into the car.”

She said it was especially important to 
remember that seat belts in vehicles are 
designed to protect adults, not children. “Using 
the correct child car seat for the size of your 
child will provide them with the best protection 
if you have to stop suddenly or are involved in 
a crash.” 

Experts agree that children are safer when 
travelling in a vehicle if they use a booster seat 
until they are 148cm tall. New Zealand law also 
states that children must be correctly secured 
in an approved child restraint.

Visit www.nzta.govt.nz so you can prepare for 
the law changes that will affect your family 
from 1 November 2013. 

Green-fingered students dig in
A fantastic effort by green-fingered students from Coromandel Area School saw more than 
600 plants put in to help protect a stream running through the town.

The riparian planting was undertaken as part of Conservation Week this month and 
involved Waikato Regional Council staff and up to 80 pupils.

The land includes three sections over 3200 square metres in Albert St that were retired 
from housing use due to frequent and high risk of flooding.

Working with the school was a great way to educate children about the importance of 
planting on the banks to protect the health of waterways.

Planting provides benefits such as helping reduce erosion of banks, preventing sediment 
and nutrients getting into the waters, reducing slime and algae levels, and increasing fish 
health by helping control temperature and oxygen levels. Shade from plants also helps with 
fish spawning.

Seat yourself right 

News in brief
Community projects making a ripple
More than 70 projects to restore the health of the Waikato 
River have been added to The Ripple Effect website in the 
past month. 

Launched in June, the www.makearipple.co.nz site aims to 
boost involvement in environmental initiatives and bring 
together all those people working to protect the Waikato’s 
environment.

The 75 new community projects – distinguishable by their 
blue pins on the website’s community ripples map – have 
each received a funding boost from the Waikato River 
Authority.

From major community projects to small backyard actions, 
all are having a positive effect on our environment. These 
individual actions add up to great results – that’s The Ripple 
Effect.

Find out how you can make a ripple. Visit www.makearipple.
co.nz to get involved in community projects close to you.

protecting a world-famous river
An $8000 grant from Waikato Regional Council’s environmental 
initiatives fund will support efforts to maintain the Tongariro 
River’s status as a world-class trout fishery.

The grant enables Advocates for Tongariro River to continue 
their work to control invasive wilding pines, a serious pest that 

destroys the natural beauty of our special landscapes and can 

overwhelm native plants.

As well as safeguarding native bush and forest, the group’s work 

benefits the tourist industry by protecting the world-famous 

river which attracts anglers and non-anglers from New Zealand 

and abroad.

In 2008, the group received $36,000 from the fund to start the 

project to eradicate wilding pines and encourage regrowth of 

native bush and forest in the Tongariro River basin. The latest 

stage of the project will see the eradication of mature pines in 

and around the Waikari and Paurini Reserves, south of Turangi, 

while saplings on the river flats will be weeded out to halt the 

rapid spread of young trees.

The legacy of the Taupō-nui-a-tia plan
Waikato Regional Council is celebrating the successful completion of a large part of a multi-
agency plan to protect Lake Taupō and its catchment.

In 2001, the council and Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board contracted with the Ministry for 
the Environment to develop a sustainable strategy for the protection of Lake Taupō and its 
catchment. 

The resulting plan – the 2020 Taupō-nui-a-tia Action Plan – launched three years later. It sets 
out specific actions for the council, the trust board, Taupō District Council, Department of 
Internal Affairs, Department of Conservation and the Lakes and Waterways Action Group.

Retiring Taupō councillor Laurie Burdett said the regional council’s successful completion of 
or progress toward achieving 90 per cent of the plan was a highpoint of her career.

“It’s exciting to know the things we started working on 10 years ago have been achieved. It 
takes a long time to see results but these results are of national and international significance 
and will leave a positive legacy for future generations,” she said.

Working with other agencies and the community, Waikato Regional Council is responsible 
for protecting water quality, managing soil erosion and pests and enhancing biodiversity.

highlights include:

•  The work of the Lake Taupō Protection Trust to reduce the amount of manageable nitrogen 
from farms entering the lake. The trust is on track to meet its target by the end of this year.

•  Ongoing pest management to protect the lake from the spread of invasive freshwater 
pests and to preserve the unique tussock-lands of the Desert Road.

•  Protecting wetland and riparian margins over more than 1000 ha in the southern wetlands. 

Photo: John Barran
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New Zealand’s first marine spatial planning project – 
Sea Change – was launched in Auckland this month.

Sea Change will shape the future of the entire Hauraki 
Gulf (Tikapa Moana/Te Moananui a Toi), including 
the Firth of Thames and east coast of the Coromandel 
Peninsula. So if you’re one of the thousands of people 
who use the gulf – for fun, food or business – this 
project will be of interest to you.

The Hauraki Gulf is an important asset for New 
Zealand, but its health has deteriorated due to 
pressures on its use. Sea Change is set to turn that 
around, ultimately ensuring the gulf is a healthy and 
productive resource for all users.

To do this, an innovative process called marine spatial 
planning will be used. It’s a process that will give 
everyone with an interest in the gulf the opportunity 
to contribute towards creating a desired vision for it, 
including recommending what activities should take 
place and where, what areas and values are important 
and how to safeguard them. It will also help identify 
and optimise opportunities in the Hauraki Gulf, giving 
clarity and more certainty to all users in the future.

The process, which will take two years, is being guided 
by a project steering group – a partnership between 
tangata whenua, councils and key Government 
agencies. The next step, due to start next month, is to 
establish a stakeholder working group.

This group will be primarily responsible for creating 
the plan, but the wider public will have opportunities 
to feed in their information and ideas. 

The non-statutory plan developed through this process 
will be used to modify district, regional and coastal 
plans and any relevant policies, rules and regulations.

more information is available at  
www.seachange.org.nz. If you live or 
own property in the Waikato region 
and want to know more about the 
stakeholder working group process, 

call Emily O’donnell at Waikato Regional Council 
on freephone 0800 800 401.

Life savers

A lifejacket can save your life, but only if 
it’s worn and is the correct size.

When out enjoying the Waikato’s 
awesome waters, your number one 
priority as a skipper is to keep you, your 
friends and your family safe.

The skipper is responsible for making sure 
everyone gets home at the end of each 
outing and for complying with the rules. 

New rules adopted by Waikato Regional 
Council this year came into force on 1 

July 2013. One of the key changes is the 
requirement for lifejackets to be worn in 
vessels six metres or less while underway. 
‘Underway’ means your vessel is not in 
some way fastened to the shore.

Lifejackets must be a firm fit and fastened 
securely.

Recent research by the council indicates 
that more than 70 per cent of children 
are wearing lifejackets that wouldn’t save 
them in an emergency – they were either 
too big or too small. 

An easy way to check lifejacket fit 
• If the lifejacket doesn’t zip or fasten up, it’s too small.
•  If you can hook your fingers under the shoulders, and can lift 

the lifejacket over the child’s head it’s too large. 

for expert advice, ask your local boat shop for assistance or 
freephone the Waikato Regional Council on 0800 800 401 
to be connected with your local harbourmaster. 

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/navigation 
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There is a fine line between pets and pests
The red-eared slider turtle is a common children’s pet in 
New Zealand, but it also poses a threat to New Zealand’s 
native freshwater life.

They are already listed in the world’s top 100 invasive 
pests and it’s now recommended that wild turtles be 
declared a pest in the Waikato following deliberations 
on the proposed Regional Pest Management Plan. 

This change, to be confirmed when the plan is adopted 
at the end of the month, doesn’t prevent people from 
owning a turtle but does give Waikato Regional Council 
the ability to control turtles living in the wild. The plan 
also makes it an offence to release them into the wild or 
collect, move or sell any turtles from the wild.

A strong warning to pet owners was issued last month 
following the capture of a red-eared slider turtle in Lake 
Taupō. It is thought the captured turtle was a pet that 
had either escaped or been released.

“The turtles are omnivorous and eat native species 
such as eels, native fish and introduced trout, and we 
are anxious that they don’t become established in our 
waterways,” said council response manager Brett Bailey.

“While it’s thought that New Zealand could be too cold 
for the turtles to reproduce, with climate change and 

localised geothermal activity there is potential for them 
to breed successfully in the wild.”

He said people should be mindful of buying turtles as 
pets, because they can live up to 40 years in captivity. 

“There’s always a risk of ‘dumping’ when animals lose 
their novelty factor. We urge people not to let the turtles 
escape or dump them, because the environmental risks 
are too great. 

“We don’t want a repeat of the koi carp situation in the 
Waikato where this pest fish has created a significant 
environmental problem.”

www.biosecurity.govt.nz/cleaning 

Tips for turtle owners
People emptying aquarium tanks into New Zealand 
fresh water pose a major risk of introducing unwanted 
pest plants and animals into lakes and rivers.

Water from an aquarium must be poured over land a 
long distance from freshwater sources. 

Plant life should be disposed of in land fill.

people who don’t want their turtles anymore 
are urged to seek advice from the council’s 
biosecurity team on 0800 800 401. 

Halo shining bright
Citizen scientists will help Waikato Regional Council 
peek into the private lives of tui in Hamilton city.

The installation of cameras is being considered as 
part of monitoring work undertaken for the council’s 
successful Hamilton Halo project, to see if nests are 
successful, or failing due to predation in the urban 
environment.

“This is an exciting time of year for people who love 
to watch the antics of tui,” said council biodiversity 
officer, Therese Balvert. 

“For those birds nesting in the city, you’ll start to see 

them repeatedly flying to and from the same location 

carrying debris in their beaks.

“Over the rest of this month and during October you 

can also expect to see some courting, when they sing 

high up in the trees in the early morning and late 

afternoon. Display dives, where the bird will fly up in a 

sweeping arc and then dive at speed almost vertically, 

are also associated with breeding,” she said.

how you can help
“We’d like you to tell us where and when you see tui, 
especially if they are exhibiting nesting behaviour,”  
Ms Balvert said.

One of Hamilton Halo’s main success indicators 
has been the sighting data from the public, which 
is known as citizen science. Ms Balvert said we 
still really need people to let us know about the 
sightings, and these can be logged on the council’s 
website: www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/hamiltonhalo.

When the Hamilton Halo project was launched 
six years ago, tui sightings were rare in the city. 

However that is no longer the case, with the latest 
Hamilton city biennial bird count report by Landcare 
Research highlighting that the abundance of tui 
increased significantly between 2004 and 2012 in all 
areas and seasons. The report also recommended the 
current effective control of possums and ship rats 
by the regional council in forest areas surrounding 
Hamilton should continue.

The Hamilton Halo techniques have been recognised 
as a tool that can be used elsewhere in New Zealand 
for native bird recovery.

Photo: Sally Phillips
www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/hamiltonhalo         www.facebook.com/HamiltonHalo 

Oh possum North Waikato farmers are experiencing 
production gains because their crops are no longer 
being eaten by possums and the area’s native flora 
and fauna are also benefiting from control work 
carried out over the past 10 years.

An estimated 200,000-250,000 possums were 
killed in the initial control operations carried out 
by Waikato Regional Council staff and contractors 
with the co-operation of more than 2070 
landowners. 

An operation in the Te Kohanga area signalled the 
end of the work, which covered a total 147,000 
hectares and has resulted in the control of possums 
from Raglan to Port Waikato.

The North West Waikato Priority Possum Control 
Area (PPCA) is the largest in the region and 
comprises 17 different areas, with the natural 
boundaries of the Waikato River, Tasman Sea and 

Raglan Harbour. 

Peter Nichol, formerly of Farm and Forest Pest 
Solution, has undertaken control in nearly 
every PPCA in the north-west Waikato at least 
once. “Without the support of the landowners 
throughout the region, such a grand scale of 
possum control would not be possible,” he said. 

The council’s biosecurity possum control team 
leader Dave Hodges said the future looks bright for 
pest control throughout the north-west Waikato. 

“When we get information about flocks of wood 
pigeons or kaka, and even grey warblers in 
people’s gardens, all the work involved seems very 
worthwhile,” Mr Hodges said.

The council is now investigating what monitoring 
work will be undertaken to assess the biodiversity 
gains of the pest control operations. 

Photo: Nga Manu
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Look out for voting papers arriving in your letterbox 20-25 September 2013.

Freephone 0800 800 401 • www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/elections

healthy environment  strong economy  vibrant communities

Vote for your 
regional councillors

Ngā Tai ki Uta
Pop: 29,250
Seats: 1

Ngā Hau e Whā
Pop: 32,890
Seats: 1

Port
Waikato

Whangamata

Te Awamutu

Thames

Cambridge

Taupō

Hamilton

Tokoroa

Raglan

Paeroa

Coromandel

Te Kuiti

Mokau

Matamata

Huntly

Morrinsville

Otorohanga

Taupō - Rotorua
Pop: 30,460
Seats: 1

Waipa - King Country
Pop: 56,200
Seats: 2

Hamilton
Pop: 123,900
Seats: 4

Waikato
Pop: 53,100
Seats: 2

Waihou
Pop: 56,110
Seats: 2

Thames-
Coromandel
Pop: 31,050
Seats: 1

Port
Waikato

Coromandel

Raglan

Mokau

Cambridge

Thames

Te Awamutu

Tokoroa

Matamata

Te Kuiti

Otorohanga

Hamilton

Taupō

Whangamata

Paeroa

Huntly

Morrinsville

Vote for your Waikato
Native trees and birds, regional development, transport, 
coasts, lakes and rivers. These are just some of the regional 
council’s areas of responsibility. If you want a say in regional 
development and care about protecting the environment we 
rely upon for jobs, health and community safety, you’ll want 
to vote for the people who make the decisions about these 
activities in the Waikato region.

If you’re not on the electoral roll and want to have your say, 
it’s not too late.

Voting papers have been arriving in letterboxes across the 
Waikato this week and need to be completed and delivered 
to the electoral officer by no later than midday on Election 

Day, 12 October 2013. That means electors opting to post 
their completed papers should allow sufficient time for 
delivery to the electoral officer before the close of voting.

But it’s not too late for people who aren’t enrolled. An 
application for registration as a parliamentary 
elector can be completed by Friday 11 October and 
a special vote cast by Election Day.

The enrolment form can be obtained: 
• online at www.elections.org.nz
• by calling freephone 0800 36 76 56
• from any Post Shop.

You will then need to contact your local district or city 
council to receive your special vote papers.

Thirty-eight people will contest 14 Waikato Regional Council 
seats in 6 general and 2 Māori constituencies in this year’s 
local body elections.

people wanting more information about the 
elections or Waikato Regional Council candidates 
can go to www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/elections.

Waikato Regional Council māori constituencies Waikato Regional Council general constituencies

Know your voting area
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Introducing the Northern Connector 

The Huntly bus is one of the region’s most popular routes and 
from next month a number of improvements will take effect.

The renamed Northern Connector launches on the first day 
of the fourth school term, Monday 14 October, and will also 
replace the City Express.

The Northern Connector will terminate in Hamilton’s CBD and 
operate seven days a week.

Two extra services will operate from Ngaruawahia to Hamilton 
in the morning peak. The Northern Connector will also provide 
increased frequency on weekends to better cater for workers 
and shoppers in Hamilton’s CBD and at The Base.

The changes are being introduced in response to passenger 
feedback on reliability and capacity issues on the Huntly 
route.

Patronage on the Huntly bus route has continued to grow and 
in the last financial year the six-day-a-week service carried 
more than 200,000 passenger trips, making it one of the 
region’s most popular routes.

Launch Date 14 OctOber

We are making changes to a number of hamilton bus 
routes from monday 14 October to coincide with planned 
construction of the hamilton Ring Road.
•  The No. 13 University and Orbiter services will travel along Cameron Road due to the 

severing of Old Farm Road.
•  To assist with reliability as a result of the route changes, the Orbiter will now travel 

directly up Pembroke Street, instead of looping around the back of Waikato Hospital via 
Selwyn Street. 

In addition to these changes, the No. 12 Fitzroy service will be extended to Waterford 
Road, near Summerset Retirement Village.

Changes to  
Hamilton bus routes

Using the 
bus 101
1.  Can I take my baby buggy on  

the bus?

Yes you can. 
Prams are 
permitted 
on buses, 
but you are 
responsible 
for your 
child’s 
safety. Ensure prams are securely stowed 
out of the aisle and put the brake 
on. Wheelchairs take priority in the 
designated wheelchair space so you may 
be asked to fold your pram up. 

2.  Can I just pay cash on the bus or do I 
need one of those BUSIT cards?

You can pay cash – fares vary for services 
across the region, but start from $3.30 
for an adult in Hamilton. The same fare 
on a BUSIT card is $2.40, so if you’re 
going to use the bus more than once 
in a blue moon, we’d suggest you get 
a BUSIT card. There’s a $5 card fee, but 
then every ticket purchased is at the 
discounted rate. And you can get this 

rate for everyone travelling with you. 
BUSIT cards are available on any of the 
region’s public buses or at the Hamilton 
Transport Centre counter. 

3. do I have to pay for my kids? 

Children under five travel free. School 
students with approved ID pay the  
student fare. 

4.  Who do I call if I left my umbrella/
ipad/keys/favourite jumper/lunch 
(you’ll be amazed what gets handed 
in) on the bus?

If you’re in Hamilton, start with the 
BUSIT counter at the Transport Centre 
and we’ll try to track down the lost item 
for you. Or call 0800 4 BUSLINE (0800 
4 2875 463). Please remember to take all 
your belongings with you when you leave 
the bus! 

5. how do I find out more about buses?

Visit www.busit.co.nz, give us a call on 
0800 4 BUSLINE (0800 4 2875 463) or 
call in and speak to the BUSIT team at 
the hamilton Transport Centre. 

Collaboration in action for rivers
Everyone in our region relies on our rivers, whether it’s 
for drinking water, electricity, recreation or agricultural 
use. So it’s important that the community is involved in 
working out how to look after these valuable resources.

Great progress has been made in establishing how the 
community and other stakeholders will be involved in 
developing policy to help restore and protect the health 
of the Waikato and Waipa rivers.

Nearly 130 stakeholders from a diverse range of 
organisations attended an all day workshop at Te Rapa 
racecourse on Wednesday 28 August to discuss the 
formation of a Collaborative Stakeholder Group (CSG).

The CSG will represent stakeholders and the wider 
community in the Healthy Rivers: Plan for Change/Wai 
Ora: He Rautaki Whakapaipai project. 

The group will ultimately recommend changes to the 
regional plan to reduce contaminants entering water 
bodies in the Waikato and Waipa river catchments.

Based on feedback from the workshop, a CSG of 20 

people has been recommended, with four ‘community 
seats’ and a wide range of sector groups to be involved, 
including Māori interests, dairying, sheep and beef, and 
forestry. There will also be an interim chair. 

The council’s policy and strategy committee this 
month passed the recommendation, which is due to be 
considered by full council on 26 September.

The CSG will receive information from a Technical 
Alliance, an impartial advisory group of specialists 
with a range of areas of expertise, who will collate, 
summarise, analyse and present technical information 
about the rivers and the consequences for stakeholders 
and decision makers of different land management 
scenarios.

Waikato and Waipa River iwi and Waikato Regional 
Council, the partners on the project, are collaborating 
with stakeholders to develop the plan change to help 
get as much agreement as possible about how to 
proceed, and also help avoid protracted legal battles. 

Stakeholders from a range of sectors attended a recent workshop

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/healthyrivers
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One click for better local civil defence info
The Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Group has launched a new-look website to provide 
people with improved access to valuable information to 
get through a disaster.

Waikato Regional Council staff have redeveloped the 
www.waikatoregioncdemg.govt.nz website for the civil 
defence group to provide improved functionality for the 
public and emergency response sector.

“By going to the home page of the website people will 
be able to immediately determine if there is an event 
the group is responding to,” said Group Controller Lee 
Hazlewood.

“For any event – such as a tsunami, earthquake, volcanic 
eruption or flood – with just one click people will then 

be able to find in one place any related media and 
community information,” he said.

“We have also developed a fun online tool which helps 
people to learn about the hazards in the Waikato and 
what they should do before, during and after an event.

“It allows kids and adults to pick a hazard and test how 
much they know. We hope it will encourage people to 
look through the website to find out more about the 
hazards and risks in the Waikato region and then take the 
necessary steps to ensure they are prepared,” he said.

“The Waikato is vulnerable to all the hazards, so it is 
important people do take the time to find out as much as 
they can about the risks and ways they can prepare for 
them,” Mr Hazlewood said.

River flooding is the most common hazard we face in the Waikato. So it’s no surprise each 
year Waikato Regional Council receives more than 120 requests for flood information.

To help property owners better manage the potential risks they face from river flooding, 
the council has produced a new series of pamphlets.

“The pamphlets are designed to help people identify what level of risk their individual 
properties face and what actions they may need to take to manage that risk,” said council 
community safety programme manager Adam Munro.

“The likes of the insurance sector, real estate agents and the wider community have been 
more active in seeking information about risks generally. We suspect this may be to do 
with the number of natural disasters in New Zealand and overseas in recent years which 
have raised the profile of and need for better hazard management.

“Also, managing river flood risk is expected to become a more important issue in the 
region as the population increases over coming decades and the impacts of climate 
change become more evident.

“Our information can help existing property owners, developers and people wanting to 
buy new properties. Where available, people can also sign up to receive automatic ‘flood 
alerts’ from our flood warning service.”

The pamphlets cover owning flood prone property, buying flood prone property, the 
council’s flood warning services and the Kauaeranga River flood protection scheme in the 
Thames-Coromandel district.

You never know when you might need your 
neighbours’ help, so this year’s Get Ready Week 
is a good time to get to know one another.

‘Know your neighbours, know your community’ 
is the theme for the week, brought forward to 
23-29 September so schools can take part.

“In the immediate hours and days following a 
disaster, it may be your neighbours who will 
help you to get through a disaster,” said Waikato 
Civil Defence Emergency Management Group 
Controller, Lee Hazlewood. 

“If you don’t already, this is a great opportunity 
to get to know your neighbours and make a plan 
to help one another in a civil defence emergency.

“This week is also about considering your own 
personal preparedness by ensuring you have a 
household emergency plan, emergency survival 
items, and a getaway kit.”

Mr Hazlewood said emergency preparedness and 
understanding of disasters and their effects is 
generally pretty good across the Waikato, though 
there is room for improvement.

According to national research recently released 
by Colmar Brunton, 86 per cent of Waikato 
residents have survival items and 55 per cent 
have an emergency plan for when at home. Just 
12 per cent are fully prepared.

www.waikatoregioncdemg.govt.nz            www.facebook.com/WaikatoCivilDefence           @CivilDefenceWKT 

What’s new?
•  One click for information about an 

event occurring in or affecting  
the Waikato.

•  Subscribe to receive email 
notifications when new information is 
posted, including on the events and  
media release pages.

•  Find radio frequencies for key stations in the region.
•  Comprehensive information about Waikato’s hazard 

risks and how to prepare for and respond to them.

Know your neighbours

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/riverflooding Regional hazards advisor  
Megan Dredge on 0800 800 401

Helping you  
manage flood risk
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The first event to start healing Mt Te Aroha 
was held earlier this month, with about 70 
people of all ages digging deep to put 1200 
plants in at the remediated Tui Mine site.

The planting was just one of many activities 
that will be led by the remediation project’s 
Iwi Advisory Group to heal and accelerate 
the regeneration of the maunga (mountain). 
The focus will be on restoring, enhancing and 
improving not only the Tui Mine area, but the 
wider maunga as a whole.

Two years of work to remediate what was once 
dubbed New Zealand’s most contaminated site 
was completed in April. It has meant the major 

risks to community health and safety have 
been removed and the release of contaminants 
from the old underground mine workings have 
been dramatically reduced.

Cleaning up and remediating the Tui Mine 
site took a collaborative effort between 
Waikato Regional Council, the Ministry for the 
Environment, Matamata-Piako District Council, 
the Department of Conservation and local iwi.

The $21.7 million remediation project also 
involved some innovative engineering 
solutions and very clever thinking to a 
technically complex issue.

Collaborative
Local, regional and national government agencies, 

iwi, local residents, construction contractors and 

engineering and environmental consultants.

innovative
extensive research and trials to chemically treat on 

site 115,000 cubic metres of toxic mine tailings and 

8,000 cubic metres of stockpiled waste rock.

Massive
• 14,000 tonnes of rock and gravel.
• 10,000 tonnes of cement.
• 8,000 tonnes of lime.
• 10,000 tonnes of clay.
• 10,000 cubic metres of topsoil.

Celebrated
•  1 May 2013 celebration attended by Minister for 

the environment, the hon amy adams (pictured).

Niek (Nick) de Jong has planted thousands of trees on Mt Te Aroha. The 86-year-
old’s interest in the health of the mountain spans 40 years, and earlier this month 
this local conservation hero joined others in the community planting day at the 
remediated Tui Mine site.


